
A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota was held on February 
13th, 2024 at 7:00pm in the City Council Chambers. 

Members: Josh Bunkers, Steve Schmidt, Jill Pelzel, Tina Castillo 

Absent: James Schroeder 

Visitors: Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 
 Scott Froehlich, Chief of Police 
 Joel Grejtak, Superintendent of Streets & Utilities 

Aaron Walton, City Attorney 
Jim Cuff 
Robin Handy, Standard-Gazette & Messenger 
Sheila Prax, Fairfax EDA 
Kevin Fink, TKRE LLC 
Trent Thies, TKRE LLC 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7pm by Bunkers. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The agenda was reviewed. An addition of approval of a natural gas maintenance agreement with 
Hutchinson Utilities to the agenda was requested by Merkel. A motion was made by Schmidt and 
seconded by Pelzel to approve the agenda with the addition. All voted in favor. None voted 
against. The motion was carried. 

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Schmidt and seconded by Pelzel to 
approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Consent Agenda 
1. Approval of Consent Agenda 
2. Consider Approval of Minutes 

a. January 9th and February 1st, 2024 Council Meeting Minutes 
3. Consider Approval of Claims for Payment 
4. Consider Approval of Frontline Warning Systems Contract 
5. Consider Approval of Fairfax Police Pursuit Policy 
6. Consider Approval of Missouri River Energy Services Electric Rate Study 

 
A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Castillo to open a public hearing for a rezoning 
request by TKRE LLC. All voted in favor. None voted against. Motion carried. Kevin Fink and 
Trent Thies were present to discuss the rezoning request and future plans for the property. A 
motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schmidt to close the public hearing. All voted in 
favor. None voted against. The motion carried. 



The council reviewed ordinance 445 Approving a Rezoning Request for the property discussed 
during the hearing. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schmidt to approve 
Ordinance 445. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion carried. 

FAIRFAX CITY COUNCIL 

ORDINANCE 445 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A REZONING REQUEST 

The City of Fairfax City Council met on February 13, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. and hereby determined 
the following: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. TKRE LLC and Countryview of Fairfax, LLC (hereafter the owners) are the owners 
of a parcel of land located at 1000 1st St SE in Fairfax, MN, 55332. 
 

2. The legal description of the property is as follows:   
 
That part of the Southwest Quarter of Section Eight (8), Township One Hundred 
Twelve (112) North, Range Thirty-two (32) West, City of Fairfax, Renville County, 
Minnesota, described as follows: Commencing at the Southwest corner of Block 2 of 
Heymans and Lammers Addition in said City of Fairfax; thence South 00°39'31" 
West, an assumed bearing, along a line being the Southerly prolongation of the 
Easterly right-of-way line of First Street Southeast, a distance of 416.00 feet; thence 
South 89°15'29" East, 220.00 feet to the point of beginning; thence North 00°39'31" 
East 5.75 feet; thence North 45°29'32" East 81.21 feet; thence South 89°30'28" East 
124.50 feet; thence South 00°29'32" West 5.66 feet; thence South 89°30'28" East 
62.78 feet; thence South 14°37'04" East, 60.65 feet; thence North 89°15'29" West, 
260.34 feet to the point of beginning. 
AND 
That part of the Southwest Quarter of Section Eight (8), Township One Hundred 
Twelve (112) North, Range Thirty-two (32) West, City of Fairfax, Renville County, 
Minnesota, described as follows: Commencing at the Southwest corner of Block 2 of 
Heymans and Lammers Addition to the City of Fairfax, Renville County, Minnesota; 
thence South 00°39'31" West, an assumed bearing, along a line being the Southerly 
prolongation of the Easterly right-of-way line of First Street Southeast, a distance of 
416.00 feet to the point of beginning; thence continuing South 00°39'31" West 250.00 
feet; thence South 89°15'29" East 691.28 feet to the Westerly right-of-way line of 
Trunk Highway No. 4; thence North 00°36'40" West along said Westerly right-of-
way line, a distance of 111.58 feet; thence along a spiral curve concave to the East 
with a Theta angle of 03°07'30" a distance of 138.5 feet, more or less, to a point 
bearing South 89°15'29" East from the point of beginning; thence North 89°15'29" 
West, 686.85 feet to the point of beginning. 



TOGETHER WITH an easement for ingress, egress and roadway over the following 
described property: 
A tract of land located in the City of Fairfax, described as that part of the Southwest 
Quarter (SW 1/4) of Section Eight (8), Township One Hundred Twelve (112) North, 
Range Thirty-two (32) West, City of Fairfax, Renville County, Minnesota, as follows: 
Commencing at the Southwest corner of Block 2 of Heymans and Lammers Addition 
in said City of Fairfax; thence South 00°39'31" West an assumed bearing, along a line 
being the Southerly prolongation of the Easterly right-of-way line of First Street 
Southeast, a distance of 416.00 feet as the point of beginning; thence South 89°15'29" 
East 170.00 feet; thence North 00°39'31" East 75.00 feet; thence North 89°15'29" 
West, 170.00 feet, more or less, to a point on the line being the Southerly 
prolongation of the Easterly right-of-way line of First Street Southeast; thence South 
00°39'31" West, an assumed bearing, along a line being the Southerly prolongation of 
the Easterly right-of-way line of First Street Southeast 75.00 feet, more or less, to the 
point of beginning. 
Renville County Parcel ID 31-00246-00.  
(hereafter “the subject property”).   

 
3. The owners have applied to the City of Fairfax for to amend the zoning use of the 

subject property from Commercial-3 to Residential-2. 
 

4. Following a public hearing on the application on February 13, 2024, the City of 
Fairfax City Council has considered approval of the zoning change request.  

 
5. Minnesota Statute Section 462.357 provides that a municipality may, for the purpose 

of promoting the public health, safety, morals, and general welfare, enact and amend 
zoning ordinances.  

 
6. The requested zoning change is in harmony with the purposes and intent of the 

original zoning ordinance. 
 

7. The City does not presently have a comprehensive plan. 
 

8. The property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner. 
 

9. The zoning change will maintain the essential character of the locality. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAIRFAX, MINNESOTA AS FOLLOWS: 

The application to allow TKRE LLC and Countryview of Fairfax, LLC to amend the zoning of 
the property listed, based on chapter 260-15 in the City of Fairfax Code Book, is hereby 
approved. 



Dated this 13th  day of February, 2024.         

       ______________________________ 
SEAL       Josh Bunkers, Mayor 
 
___________________________________ 
Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 
 
 
The council reviewed Resolution 2024-6 Recognizing Employees for Years of Service. The 
council recognized Craig Marti and Denny Adamski for their 15 years of service to the city. A 
motion was made by Schmidt and seconded by Pelzel to approve Resolution 2024-6. All voted in 
favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 

City of Fairfax 
Resolution 2024-6 

Resolution Recognizing Employees for Their Years of Service 

WHEREAS, the City Council for the City of Fairfax adopted an Employee Recognition Program 
on December 11th, 2019, and; 

WHEREAS, the City Council seeks to recognize those employees who have shown loyalty to 
providing public service through successive years of service. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council recognizes, thanks, and presents 
certificates to these employees for their years of service: 

 Craig Marti – 15 Years of Service as of September 8th, 2023 
 Denny Adamski – 15 Years of Service as of April 8th, 2023 

Adopted by the City Council this 13th day of February, 2024. 

 

Attest:       _________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

Merkel and Grejtak presented information to the council on a new investment into the 
CAPX2020 Electric transmission lines. The investment would be made by Central Municipal 
Power Agency, which is requesting approval from its member cities for investment into the 
project. An estimate of Fairfax’s share of the total investment is $17,790-$29,800. The council 
was in favor of approving the investment. Walton recommended waiting for a formal quote or 
resolution for the investment before voting on the investment. No formal decision was made. 

The review of a quote for an employee compensation study was tabled as the quote was not 
received in time for the meeting. 



The council reviewed Resolution 2024-7 Approving 2024 Election Judges. A motion was made 
by Pelzel and seconded by Schmidt to approve Resolution 2024-7. All voted in favor. None 
voted against. The motion carried. 

City of Fairfax 
Resolution 2024-7 

Resolution Appointing Election Judges for the 2024 Election 

The City of Fairfax, Renville County, State of Minnesota; resolves the following: 

That the names listed below will be the election judges for the year 2024. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Fairfax hereby resolves and agrees as 
follows: 

2024 Election Judges are: 

1. Andrea Merkel 
2. Michael Beranek 
3. Barbara Beranek 
4. Julie Deming 
5. Paula Weir 
6. Samantha Wendler 
7. Sheila Prax 
8. Colleen Schweiss 
9. Steve Prax 

Adopted by the City of Fairfax this 13th day of February, 2024. 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

The council reviewed the 2024 Other Pay Scale with the update of 2024 Election Judge hourly 
wage to the current MN minimum wage or $10.85/hour. A motion was made by Pelzel and 
seconded by Castillo to approve the 2024 Election Judge hourly wage. All voted in favor. None 
voted against. The motion carried. 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schmidt to open the public works seasonal 
positions for hiring and delegate hiring authority to the city administrator and public works 
superintendent. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 

A motion was made by Schmidt and seconded by Castillo to open seasonal lifeguard and pool 
assistant manager positions for hiring and delegate the hiring authority to the city administrator 
and the pool manager. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 



The council reviewed Resolution 2024-8 Supporting a DNR Trails Grant Application. Council 
members discussed advantages and disadvantages of continuing to invest in the bike trail, as well 
as different methods of maintaining the trail in future years. A motion was made by Castillo and 
seconded by Schmidt to approve Resolution 2024-8. All voted in favor. None voted against. The 
motion carried. 

City of Fairfax 
Resolution 2024-8 

Resolution Supporting Application for MN Department of Natural Resources 2024 Trail 
Grant 

WHEREAS the City of Fairfax supports the grant application made to the Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources for the Federal Recreational Trail Program.  The application is to repair 
portions of the FairRidge Trail.  The FairRidge trailhead is located within the City of Fairfax, 
and 

WHEREAS the City of Fairfax recognizes that it has secured $20,000 in local cash matching funds 
for this project and must provide a twenty-five percent (25%) cash match  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, if the City of Fairfax is awarded a grant by the 
Minnesota Department of Natural resources, the City of Fairfax agrees to accept the grant award 
and may enter into an agreement with the State of Minnesota for the above referenced project.  The 
City of Fairfax will comply with all applicable state and federal laws, environmental requirements 
and regulations as stated in the grant agreement, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the applicant has read the Conflict-of-Interest Policy contained 
in the Trail Program Grant Manual and certifies it will report any actual, potential, or organizational 
conflicts of interest upon discovery to the state related to the application or grant award. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Council of the City of Fairfax names the fiscal agent for the 
City of Fairfax for this project as: 

 Andrea Merkel 
City Administrator 
City of Fairfax 
18 1st St SE, PO Box K 
Fairfax, MN 55332 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Fairfax hereby assures the FairRidge Trail will be 
maintained for a period of no less than 20 years. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FAIRFAX THIS 
13TH DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2024. 

 



Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

The council reviewed Ordinance 444 – Amending the City’s Nuisance Abatement Ordinance for 
the second and final reading. A motion was made by Schmidt and seconded by Castillo to 
approve Ordinance 444. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 

City of Fairfax 

Ordinance 444 

An Ordinance Amending City Code Chapter 155-5 Abatement of Public Nuisances 

WHEREAS, the City previously adopted ordinances defining public nuisances and the 
abatement process of nuisances, which are now codified as City Code Chapter 155; 

 WHEREAS, the City Council has determined an amendment is desired to Chapter 155-5, 
the process of abating a public nuisance within city limits; 

 WHEREAS, The City Council held a public hearing on the amendment of ordinance on 
the 13th day of February, 2024, duly published and advertised as required by State Law. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF FAIRFAX ORDAINS: 

City Code Chapter 155-5 Abatement of Public Nuisances is hereby amended as follows: 

General. Whenever a public nuisance is reported, an officer charged with enforcement will 
investigate the report to determine that a public nuisance is being maintained or exists on 
premises in the City. An incident report, including photos of the public nuisance, will be 
completed by the officer. The enforcement officer will notify, in writing, the owner or 
occupant of the premises of such fact and order that such nuisance be terminated and abated 
as follows: 

(1) The notice shall be served in person or by certified or registered mail. If the premises are 
not occupied and the owner is unknown, the notice may be served by posting it on the 
premises.  

(2) The notice shall specify the steps to be taken to abate the nuisance and the time, not 
exceeding 14 days, within which the nuisance is to be abated; provided the time for 
abatement shall not exceed 10 days in the case of noxious weeds. 

(3) If the notice is not complied with and there is no appeal within the time specified, the 
enforcing officer may issue a nuisance violation citation and a notice of a hearing before the 
city council to the property owner. Upon completion of a hearing before the city council, 
the City Council will decide whether or not to approve a Finding of Fact and Order 
authorizing the City to abate the nuisance. 



(4) After the Finding of Fact and Order is approved and issued by the City Council, the City 
Administrator shall schedule City staff to abate the nuisance at the earliest convenience. 
City staff or the enforcing officer are authorized to enter the nuisance property and abate the 
nuisances described in the incident report. 

B. Emergency abatement. When the officer charged with enforcement determines that a 
nuisance constitutes a serious and imminent danger to the public safety or health, the officer 
may summarily abate the nuisance after a reasonable attempt to notify the owner or 
occupant of the property. The City Clerk-Treasurer shall immediately thereafter notify in 
writing the owner or occupant of the premises of the action taken. The notice shall be 
served in person or by registered or certified mail.  

C. Costs of abatement. The owner or occupier of a property shall be liable to the City for all 
expenses incurred in the removal and abatement of the nuisance sited in the incident report. 
The City shall have the right to recover all such costs, including certifying the costs to the 
property’s real estate taxes. 

D.    Violations. A property owner or occupier that has failed to abate or remove a nuisance from 
their property after a hearing on the subject before the city council, shall be subject to a penalty 
in addition to an abatement.  A nuisance violation shall constitute a separate violation for each 
notice given to the property owner or occupant.  

A violation of this ordinance shall be a misdemeanor.  The minimum fine amounts shall be as 
follows: 

1. One Violation within three (3) years: $250 
2. Two (2) violations within three (3) years: $500 
3. Three (3) or more violations within three (3) years: $1,000 

Adopted by the City Council this 13th day of February, 2024. 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

The council reviewed a quote from Empire Pipe to clean and televise all of the city’s sanitary 
sewer mains over the next 4 years. Grejtak reported that he was unable to get a second quote due 
to the size of the project. Grejtak also informed the council that the MN Pollution Control 
Agency is requiring that the city begin a televising project to begin to identify the source of 
infiltration of rain water into the city’s sanitary sewer system. MPCA is also requiring that the 
city update its policy on future street projects to require homeowners to televise private sewer 
lines at the time of street projects. A motion was made by Schmidt and seconded by Castillo to 
approve the quote for cleaning and inspections without manhole inspections in the amount of 
$87,930 over 4 years. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion carried. 



The council reviewed a quote from Gag Sheet Metal for repairs to the water treatment plant roof. 
Grejtak reported that he had looked into replacing the flat roof with a pitched roof as was 
discussed at the January council meeting. Initial estimates of replacing the current roof with a 
pitched roof were much higher than the quote from Gag Sheet Metal. A motion was made by 
Schmidt and seconded by Pelzel to approve the quote from Gag Sheet Metal for roof repairs in 
the amount of $13,600. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 

The council reviewed Resolution 2024-9 Declaring Equipment as Surplus to dispose of an 
unused electric generator and a partial electric generator. A motion was made by Schmidt and 
seconded by Castillo to approve Resolution 2024-9. All voted in favor. None voted against. The 
motion carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2024-9 

 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING EQUIPMENT OR PROPERTY AS SURPLUS AND 
AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF THE SAME. 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Fairfax, Minnesota has been advised by staff 
that the following item(s) or equipment are no longer needed for current or future municipal 
operations: 

 

Two Fairbanks-Morse Electric Generators 

 

AND WHEREAS, the value of this/these item(s) is estimated to be less than $25,000, 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAIRFAX, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The council declares the property listed above as surplus. 
2. The council authorizes the disposal of said property by sealed bids and the 

requirement that the equipment is removed within 60 days of bid acceptance by the 
council 

3. Pursuant to Minn. Stat. 15.054, the property will not be sold to a city officer or 
employee. 

4. All sales shall be final and the property is to be sold in “as-is” condition. 
 

Passed by the City Council of Fairfax, Minnesota this 13th day of February, 2024. 



___________________ 

Mayor 

 

Attested: 

 

____________________ 

City Clerk 

The council reviewed a contract with Hutchinson Utilities for the maintenance of the city’s 
natural gas system. The contract is a renewal of a current contract that expires March 31st, 2024. 
A motion was made by Schmidt and seconded by Pelzel to approve the contract with Hutchinson 
Utilities. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 

In staff reports, Merkel updated the council that Heartland Corn Products discontinued natural 
gas service with the city on January 16th. The contract between Heartland and the city will 
officially end on April 30th, 2024. Merkel also updated the council on election dates and training 
and reported that the 2024 pool manager position has been posted and the deadline for 
applications is March 1st. 

Merkel also presented the council with city financial information for the month of January and 
an overview of 2023. 

Grejtak reported that the public works has been working on building and equipment 
maintenance. They are building a new roller to be used in the parks to replace the current roller. 
Grejtak looked into purchasing seed for the storm sewer retention pond and reported that the city 
has the equipment to reseed the area this spring at the cost to purchase the seed. 

Froehlich reported that the department responded to 116 calls in the month of January. The new 
squad car is now fully operational and being used. New part-time officer Nick Hacker has 
completed most of his training and will begin training with the department soon. The new tasers 
have arrived and the body cameras have been a good addition for the department. 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schmidt to adjourn the meeting at 8:10pm. All 
voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

 
Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 


