
A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota was held on April 9th, 
2024 at 7:00pm in the City Council Chambers. 

Members: Josh Bunkers, Steve Schmidt, Jill Pelzel, Tina Castillo, James Schroeder 

Absent: None 

Visitors: Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 
 Scott Froehlich, Chief of Police 
 Joel Grejtak, Superintendent of Streets & Utilities 

Aaron Walton, City Attorney 
Jim Cuff 
Denny Adamski, Fairfax Police Department 
Amelia Severson 
Stanley Severson 
Diana Hopp, Cosmic Recycling 
Donnie Hopp, Cosmic Recycling 
Kelly Lutgen 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7pm by Bunkers. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The agenda was reviewed. An addition of the following item to the agenda was requested by 
Merkel:  

18. Consider Approval of Public Works Utilities Technician and Superintendent of Streets 
and Utilities Job Descriptions 
 
A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to approve the agenda with the 
additions. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Schmidt and seconded by Castillo to 
approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Consent Agenda 
4. Approval of Consent Agenda 
5. Consider Approval of Minutes 

a. March 12th, 2024 Council Meeting Minutes 
6. Consider Approval of Claims for Payment 
7. Consider Approval of Exhibits B & C of Firm Electric Service Contract No. 13-UGPR-

1004 between the City of Fairfax and Western Area Power Administration 
8. Consider Approval to Decline Property Insurance Tort Liability Waiver 
9. Consider Approval for Seal Coating Bid 

 



A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to open a public hearing on a request 
to change the zoning of property at 200 Park Street South from Commercial C-3/Residential R-1 
Mixed use to Manufacturing M-2. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 
 
Donnie and Diana Hopp from Cosmic Recycling presented information regarding the planned 
use for the property and the need for the change in zoning. Residents affected by the zoning 
change were present and their questions were answered by the Hopps. Merkel stated there were 
no other public comments received from residents not in attendance. A motion was made by 
Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to close the public hearing. All voted in favor. None voted 
against, the motion carried. 
 
The council reviewed Ordinance 446 Approving Rezoning of 200 Park St S. A motion was made 
by Schmidt and seconded by Pelzel to approve Ordinance 446. All voted in favor. None voted 
against, the motion carried. 
 

FAIRFAX CITY COUNCIL 

ORDINANCE 446 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A REZONING REQUEST 

The City of Fairfax City Council met on April 9th, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. and hereby determined the 
following: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Four-Square Builders, Inc. (hereafter the owners) are the owners of a parcel of land 
located at 200 Park St S in Fairfax, MN, 55332. 
 

2. The legal description of the property is as follows:   
 
Lots 12 and 13, of the Fairfax Railroad Lots, City of Fairfax. 
 
Parcel IDs 31-04170-00 and 31-04175-00.  
(hereafter “the subject property”).   

 
3. The owners have applied to the City of Fairfax for to amend the zoning use of the 

subject property from Residential-1/Commercial-3 Mixed Use to Manufacuring-M2. 
 

4. Following a public hearing on the application on April 9, 2024, the City of Fairfax 
City Council has considered approval of the zoning change request.  

 
5. Minnesota Statute Section 462.357 provides that a municipality may, for the purpose 

of promoting the public health, safety, morals, and general welfare, enact and amend 
zoning ordinances.  

 



6. The requested zoning change is in harmony with the purposes and intent of the 
original zoning ordinance. 
 

7. The City does not presently have a comprehensive plan. 
 

8. The property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner. 
 

9. The zoning change will maintain the essential character of the locality. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAIRFAX, MINNESOTA AS FOLLOWS: 

The application to allow Four-Square Builders, Inc. to amend the zoning of the property listed, 
based on chapter 260-15 in the City of Fairfax Code Book, is hereby approved, and the subject 
property is hereby rezoned to Manufacturing M-2. 

Dated this 9th day of March, 2024.         

       ______________________________ 
SEAL       Josh Bunkers, Mayor 
 
___________________________________ 
Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 
 
 

The council reviewed requests from the Fairfax Baseball Association and the Fairfax Dayz of 
Thunder Committee for temporary on-sale liquor licenses. A motion was made by Castillo and 
seconded by Pelzel to approve both temporary on-sale licenses. All voted in favor. None voted 
against, the motion carried. 

The council reviewed a request for the city to be the fiscal host for a $10,000 grant from the MN 
River Valley Area Agency on Aging for an age-friendly project in Fairfax. Merkel explained that 
a committee of community members has been meeting monthly and has chosen to spend the 
grant funds on a paid, part-time, temporary position for an activities coordinator for age-friendly 
activities. Merkel proposed that the position would be a contract position and would end when 
the grant funds were spent. The grant committee will be responsible for hiring the position and 
monitoring the activities.  A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schroeder to approve 
the city being the fiscal host for the MNRVAAA grant funds. All voted in favor. None voted 
against, the motion carried. 

Merkel informed the council that no bids were received for the surplus generators at the power 
plant. 

Merkel requested approval from the council to install a water hydrant at Lion’s Park for the 
community garden to use. A hydrant was discussed, but not approved, when the approval for the 
community garden was granted in 2023. Merkel stated that she applied for the Renville County 



Community Impact Grant for $1,000 for the project. This amount is estimated to cover the cost 
of materials for the hydrant, the city would just need to provide the labor to install the hydrant. 
The hydrant would be placed inside the community garden, which would eliminate the need to 
leave the water spigot on the Lion’s Park bathroom building unlocked for the garden’s use. A 
motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to approve installing the hydrant. All 
voted in favor. None voted against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed City Code Chapter 260 – Zoning for possible updates. Merkel explained 
that there are two items currently listed in the zoning ordinance that require a building permit, 
when those items are not covered by the building code, according to the city’s new building 
inspector. Therefore, the city cannot require building permits for these items. The two items are 
fences over 6 feet tall and accessory structures between 120 and 200 square feet. Merkel 
informed the council that, according to the city’s building inspector, if they would still like to 
enforce the current zoning requirements for these two items, the city can implement a zoning 
permit process to monitor permits for these two items without the building inspector. The council 
directed Merkel to bring a draft of a revised ordinance, including the zoning permit process, to 
the May council meeting for review. 

Froehlich presented his concerns to the council regarding current police department wages 
falling behind what other area departments are offering for starting wages. Froehlich noted the 
large number of job openings for law enforcement positions is making the market extremely 
competitive for police officers. The council chose to take no action, pending the employee 
compensation study that is currently in process. 

The council reviewed updated job descriptions for the Public Works Utilities Technician and 
Superintendent of Streets and Utilities. A motion was made by Schmidt and seconded by Castillo 
to approve the job descriptions. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 

In staff reports, Merkel updated the council that Dee Schaefer has accepted the pool manager 
position. Merkel also informed the council that job postings for both lifeguards and public works 
summer help have been advertised. 

Merkel also presented the council with city financial information for the month of March. 

Grejtak reported that the public works has been working on cleaning up and storing snow 
equipment for the season. The water and wastewater SCADA system are up and running. Public 
works are planning on beginning to flush hydrants the week of April 22nd. Bolten & Menk have 
received approval for a grant to cover the cost of inventorying any lead water pipes in town. 
Public works can now begin the process of documenting any lead pipes, along with Bolten & 
Menk’s assistance, which is due to be completed by October, 2024. 

Froehlich reported that the department responded to 167 calls in the month of March. The 
department has been seeing success with the new process of addressing nuisance violations. 
Froehlich also stated that the cameras for Lion’s Park have been ordered, but he has not been 
notified of an installation date yet. 



In other council member items, Schroeder inquired about any regulations related to residents 
having shipping containers on their property. Froehlich and Merkel stated that they have been 
researching this issue to see what other cities have done to address the issue. 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schmidt to close the meeting at 8:30pm for the 
purpose of attorney-client privilege under MN Statute 13D.05, subd. 3(c) to discuss litigation 
against the city of Fairfax. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Castillo to re-open the meeting at 8:39pm. All 
voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Castillo to adjourn the meeting at 8:40pm. All 
voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

 
Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 


