
A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota was held on May 14th, 
2024 at 7:00pm in the City Council Chambers. 

Members: Steve Schmidt, Jill Pelzel, Tina Castillo, James Schroeder 

Absent: Josh Bunkers 

Visitors: Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 
 Scott Froehlich, Chief of Police 
 Joel Grejtak, Superintendent of Streets & Utilities 

Aaron Walton, City Attorney 
Jim Cuff 
Matt Ibberson, Fairfax Police Department 
Robin Trebesch, Standard-Gazette & Messenger 
Wes Grack 
Amy Lawrence 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm by Schmidt. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The agenda was reviewed. The following changes to the agenda were requested by Merkel:  

The addition of agenda item #19. Consider Approval of Quote for Mowing Attachment Purchase 
The removal of approval of resolutions 2024-13 and 2024-14 from agenda item #9 
The removal of agenda item #10 
 
A motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Castillo to approve the agenda with the 
additions and corrections. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Castillo to 
approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Consent Agenda 
4. Approval of Consent Agenda 
5. Consider Approval of Minutes 

a. April 9th, 2024 Council Meeting Minutes 
6. Consider Approval of Claims for Payment 
7. Consider Approval of Quote for Computer Replacement 

A motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Pelzel to open a public hearing on various 
nuisance violations. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 
 
The council reviewed nuisance violations at 600 1st St SE and 110 4th St SE. Wes Grack and 
Amy Lawrence were present to discuss the nuisance violation at 600 1st St SE and request 



additional time to correct the nuisance violations. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by 
Schroeder to close the public hearing. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 
 
The council reviewed Resolution 2024-11 Findings of Fact and Order Issued for Abatement of a 
Nuisance Violation at 600 1st St SE. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Castillo to 
approve Resolution 2024-11 with the condition that the property owner has until May 28 th to 
correct the violation before the city abates the violation. All voted in favor. None voted against, 
the motion carried. 
 

CITY OF FAIRFAX 

RESOLUTION NO. 2024-11 

A RESOLUTION OF FINDINGS OF FACT AND ORDER ISSUED  

UNDER FAIRFAX CITY CODE, CHAPTER 155:  NUISANCES 

RE:  600 1st Street SE, Fairfax 

 

The City Council of the City of Fairfax hereby makes the following: 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 

Whereas, Fairfax City Code Chapter 155 provides for the prohibition and abatement of public 
nuisances; and 

 

Whereas, the property at 600 1st Street SE, Fairfax, Minnesota, had been identified as being in 
violation of City Code section and 155-3 for discarded metal, tires and wood in the open; and  

 

Whereas, the Fairfax Police took photographs of the nuisance items on the above-property, which 
are attached hereto and made part hereof, which show the nuisance conditions; and 

 

Whereas, Wesley Grack has been identified as the owner of this residential property, located at 
600 1st Street SE, Fairfax, Minnesota 55332; Renville County Property ID No. 31-02850-00; and 

 

Whereas, the City Administrator prepared a letter, which was delivered by the Fairfax Police 
Department on May 1st, 2024, notifying them that the above-listed items must be abated by May 
13th, 2024.  The letter also gave the owners notice that if the same items were not abated by the 



given deadline, that the City Council would address the matter at the City Council meeting on May 
13th, 2024, and possibly take action to have the nuisances abated, with all expenses charged to 
them and assessed against their property; and 

 

Whereas, the owners failed to abate the nuisances by the deadline given; and  

 

Whereas, the City Council hereby finds that the conditions on the said property:  1) are conditions 
which unreasonably annoy, injure, or endanger the safety, health, comfort, or repose of a 
considerable number of members of the public; and 2) the conditions have not been improved since 
March 7th, 2024; 3) that the above-described nuisance conditions will continue to exist on the 
property unless corrective action is taken by the City. 

 

Be It Resolved, that the City Council of the City of Fairfax, pursuant to Code section 155-5 hereby 
issues the following: 

 

ORDER 

 

1. Wesley Grack shall abate the above-described nuisance conditions on the residential 
property, located at 600 1st Street SE, Fairfax, 55332, upon service or posting of this 
Resolution. 

 

2. If the owners fail to abate the nuisance items, the City public works crew or hired 
contractors, shall, with a Fairfax Police Officer on civil standby, as soon as practicable 
cause the nuisance items to be abated.  City staff shall make record of any time and charges 
incurred by the City in abating, removing, correcting or eliminating the nuisances from this 
property.   

 

3. Any charges incurred by the City in abating, removing, correcting, or eliminating the 
nuisance conditions may be collected as provided in Minn. Stat. section 429.101 and City 
Code section 155-5.  Such charges may include any actual costs incurred by the City, 
including, but not limited to, administrative, legal, and inspection, in connection with the 
abatement of the nuisance and a $250 fine for a second offense of this nature in a 3-year 
period. 
 

4. This Order shall be effective immediately upon the completion of personal service of this 
Resolution on the property owner, or by posting a copy of this Resolution in a conspicuous 



place on the property if the property owner cannot be found after attempting personal 
service.   

 

Said Resolution was passed and adopted by the Fairfax City Council this 14th day of May, 2024. 

 

       ______________________________ 

 SEAL      Josh Bunkers, Mayor 

 

Attest: ________________________________ 

 Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 

 

MOTION BY: __________________________ 

  

SECOND MOTION BY:  ________________________ 

 

Attachments:  Photos of Nuisance Items 

 
The council reviewed Resolution 2024-12 Findings of Fact and Order for Abatement of a 
Nuisance Violation at 110 4th St SE. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to 
approve Resolution 2024-12. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion carried. 
 

CITY OF FAIRFAX 

RESOLUTION NO. 2024-12 

A RESOLUTION OF FINDINGS OF FACT AND ORDER ISSUED  

UNDER FAIRFAX CITY CODE, CHAPTER 155:  NUISANCES 

RE:  110 4th Street SE, Fairfax 

 

The City Council of the City of Fairfax hereby makes the following: 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 



Whereas, Fairfax City Code Chapter 155 provides for the prohibition and abatement of public 
nuisances; and 

 

Whereas, the property at 110 4th Street SE, Fairfax, Minnesota, had been identified as being in 
violation of City Code section and 155-3 for discarded household items and a disabled vehicle; 
and  

 

Whereas, the Fairfax Police took photographs of the nuisance items on the above-property, which 
are attached hereto and made part hereof, which show the nuisance conditions; and 

 

Whereas, Richard and Kasee Prafke have been identified as the owners of this residential 
property, located at 110 4th Street SE, Fairfax, Minnesota 55332; Renville County Property ID 
No. 31-03800-00; and 

 

Whereas, the City Administrator prepared a letter, which was delivered by the Fairfax Police 
Department on May 1st, 2024, notifying them that the above-listed items must be abated by May 
13th, 2024.  The letter also gave the owners notice that if the same items were not abated by the 
given deadline, that the City Council would address the matter at the City Council meeting on May 
13th, 2024, and possibly take action to have the nuisances abated, with all expenses charged to 
them and assessed against their property; and 

 

Whereas, the owners failed to abate the nuisances by the deadline given; and  

 

Whereas, the City Council hereby finds that the conditions on the said property:  1) are conditions 
which unreasonably annoy, injure, or endanger the safety, health, comfort, or repose of a 
considerable number of members of the public; and 2) the conditions have not been improved since 
March 13th, 2024; 3) that the above-described nuisance conditions will continue to exist on the 
property unless corrective action is taken by the City. 

 

Be It Resolved, that the City Council of the City of Fairfax, pursuant to Code section 155-5 hereby 
issues the following: 

 

ORDER 

 



2. Richard and Kasee Prafke shall abate the above-described nuisance conditions on the 
residential property, located at 110 4th Street SE, Fairfax, 55332, upon service or posting 
of this Resolution. 

 

5. If the owners fail to abate the nuisance items, the City public works crew or hired 
contractors, shall, with a Fairfax Police Officer on civil standby, as soon as practicable 
cause the nuisance items to be abated.  City staff shall make record of any time and charges 
incurred by the City in abating, removing, correcting or eliminating the nuisances from this 
property.   

 

6. Any charges incurred by the City in abating, removing, correcting, or eliminating the 
nuisance conditions may be collected as provided in Minn. Stat. section 429.101 and City 
Code section 155-5.  Such charges may include any actual costs incurred by the City, 
including, but not limited to, administrative, legal, and inspection, in connection with the 
abatement of the nuisance and a $500 fine for a second offense of this nature in a 3-year 
period. 
 

7. This Order shall be effective immediately upon the completion of personal service of this 
Resolution on the property owner, or by posting a copy of this Resolution in a conspicuous 
place on the property if the property owner cannot be found after attempting personal 
service.   

 

Said Resolution was passed and adopted by the Fairfax City Council this 14th day of May, 2024. 

 

       ______________________________ 

 SEAL      Josh Bunkers, Mayor 

 

Attest: ________________________________ 

 Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 

 

MOTION BY: __________________________ 

  

SECOND MOTION BY:  ________________________ 

 

Attachments:  Photos of Nuisance Items 



The council reviewed Ordinance 447 - Amending Chapter 260 - Zoning as a first reading. No 
changes to Ordinance 447 were presented to the ordinance as read. 

 
City of Fairfax 

Ordinance 447 

An Ordinance Amending City Code Chapter 260 City Zoning 

WHEREAS, the City previously adopted ordinances to safeguard the health, property and 
public welfare by controlling the design, location, use or occupancy of all buildings through the 
regulated and orderly development of land and land uses within this jurisdiction, which are now 
codified as City Code Chapter 260; 

 WHEREAS, the City Council has determined an amendment is desired to Chapter 260-7, 
the requirements for obtaining a building permit and 260-15, the construction of fences within 
city limits; 

 WHEREAS, The City Council held a public hearing on the amendment of ordinance on 
the 11th day of June, 2024, duly published and advertised as required by State Law. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF FAIRFAX ORDAINS: 

City Code Chapter 260-7 Permits is hereby amended as follows: 

A. Review and approvals of building permits and zoning permits. All applications for permits 
shall be submitted to the City Office for review and approved prior to permit issuance. Each 
application for a building permit shall include a set of building plans and all data necessary to 
show that the requirements of this chapter are met.  

B. Building Permits Required. Except as specified in Subsection C of this section, no building or 
structure regulated by this chapter shall be erected, constructed, enlarged, altered, repaired, 
moved, improved, removed, converted or demolished unless a separate permit for each building 
or structure has first been obtained from the Building Official or the Code Official. 

C. All of the following work is exempt from obtaining a building permit, however a zoning 
permit from the City is required before commencement of any work: 

(1) Fences (which must also comply with Code Chapter 260-15) 

(2) Retaining walls 

(3) Platforms, sidewalks, and driveways 

(4) Swimming pools 

(5) All other permanent installations that are placed within a setback, but do not require a 
building permit, including detached accessory buildings smaller than 200 square feet 

AND 



City Code Chapter 260-15 Fences is hereby amended as follows: 

A. This section shall regulate the placement of fences within single-family and multiple-
family residential zones within the City of Fairfax. From and after the date of adoption of 
this section, no fence shall be erected in any such zone without first obtaining a permit 
from the City of Fairfax. 

B. Permits shall be issued for fences only if all provisions of this section are complied with. 
The City may, in its sole discretion, grant a variance for the placement of a fence that 
does not conform to the terms of this section. 

Adopted by the City Council this 11th day of June, 2024. 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

 

The council reviewed a request to change the method of determining part-time police officer 
wages. The requested change would set individual part-time officer wages based on years of 
experience and the corresponding step of the police officer position on the city’s pay scale, 
similar to how full-time officer wages are determined. Pelzel questioned whether the full-time 
officers would be in favor of the change. Froehlich stated the officers are in favor as the change 
will hopefully incent part-time officers to pick-up more shifts if their wage is closer or greater 
than the wage they are receiving at their full-time law enforcement positions. A motion was 
made by Castillo and seconded by Schroeder to remove the part-time officer wage from the 
city’s pay scale, determine new hire wages based on the full-time police officer position pay 
scale and adjust existing part-time officer wages as follows: 

Derek Carlson – 12 Years of Service – Step 10 of Police Officer Pay Scale 
Zach Peirce – 11 Years of Service – Step 10 of Police Officer Pay Scale 
Stephanie Kvare – 6 Years of Service – Step 6 of Police Officer Pay Scale 
Karl Koford – 20 Years of Service – Step 10 of Police Officer Pay Scale 
Brady Nesburg – 11 Years of Service – Step 10 of Police Officer Pay Scale 
Nicholas Hacker – 15 Years of Service – Step 10 of Police Officer Pay Scale 

All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 

The council reviewed a draft of an update to the paid holiday section of the employee personnel 
policy. The proposed update would add instructions for how earned holiday hours are to be used 
by full-time employees, if the employee is scheduled to work on the actual holiday. Merkel 
shared that this section of the current personnel policy is not clearly worded and adding the 
proposed wording would provide clarity going forward for employees that choose to save their 



holiday hours when they are scheduled to work on the actual holiday. The council questioned the 
clarity of the wording of the proposed policy draft and requested revisions to the draft for the 
June meeting. No action was taken by the council. 

The council reviewed proposed changes to the 2024 Pool Admission Fees. The proposed changes 
are to increase the daily lap swim fee from $2 to $3 and to increase the lap swim season pass 
from $25 to $40. All other pool admission fees would remain the same as 2023. Merkel shared 
research on other area pool fees to support the requested change. Castillo expressed concern 
about whether or not the fee increase would decrease pool attendance. The council discussed 
whether the lap swim pass should be eliminated and a standard pool pass would apply to all pool 
users, regardless of use of the pool. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to 
change the daily lap swim fee to $3 and the lap swim season pass to $40 for the 2024 season. 
Schmidt, Schroeder and Pelzel voted in favor. Castillo voted against. The motion carried. 

The Council reviewed information from Bolten & Menk on two options for replacing a water 
main in the alley of the 900 block of 3rd St SE, between 9th Ave SE and 10th Ave SE. Grejtak 
shared that this section of water main has not been replaced with any recent street projects due to 
being located in an alley and experienced at least 2 breaks in 2023. The first option provided 
would be to replace the existing main without any changes to the current location. The second 
option would be to install new water connections to the homes serviced by the existing main 
from another existing main along 3rd Street SE and eliminate the main in the alley. A motion was 
made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to proceed with getting quotes for the second option 
presented by Bolten & Menk. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 

Grejtak presented information to the council regarding electrical infrastructure improvements 
that will be needed to service a new electrical customer. Grejtak’s research revealed that the 
upgrades will be a significant cost to the city’s electrical utility and he requested additional 
direction from the council on proceeding with the improvements. The council’s preferred method 
of proceeding was to have the infrastructure committee meet with the property owner to discuss 
the cost of the necessary upgrades in more detail. 

The council reviewed a proposed change to the city’s utility connection policy. The council 
requested additional clarity on when connection permits are required in the updated policy. The 
council referred the proposed changes to the infrastructure committee for additional discussion 
and policy revisions. No action was taken by the council. 

The council reviewed City Code Chapter 260-13 Zoning for possible revisions to the listed 
acceptable land uses for Commerical-3 Zones. Merkel shared that a request for a zoning letter 
was made to the city that the city attorney determined required additional clarification before 
granting the letter. Walton suggested updating the acceptable uses to clarify what the existing 
wording, “the exception of other residential uses” includes. The council advised Merkel to 
research other commercial land use ordinances to find an updated version to compare to the 
existing ordinance wording. No action was taken by the council. 

The council reviewed a quote from Rigs4Less for a 48” brush cutter/mower attachment in the 
amount of $5,495.00. Grejtak stated that the city does not currently have a mower to properly 



maintain the bike trail grass and brush. The city has been borrowing a neighboring township’s 
mower attachment, which is not always available when the city needs to use it. The provided 
quote was the lowest cost attachment that worked with the city’s existing equipment that Grejtak 
could locate. A motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Pelzel to approve the purchase 
of the mower attachment as quoted. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 

In staff reports, Merkel informed the council that the city received a Renville County 
Community Impact grant for $1,000 to cover the cost of the installation of the water spigot for 
the community garden. The new city website should be ready to begin migrating the current 
website content later this month. The City-Wide Clean-up event is scheduled for May 21st-23rd 
and the anticipated pool opening date is June 4th. 

Merkel also presented the council with city financial information for the month of April. 

Grejtak reported that the public works has been busy mowing and spraying parks. They also 
installed the new water spigot at Lion’s Park for the community garden and have been working 
on getting the pool filled and ready to open. The sewer jetting truck required some repairs this 
past month and they have been working on trimming trees. 

Froehlich reported that the department responded to 113 calls in the month of April. The 
department has been monitoring complaints in Memorial Park and implementing the new Tasers. 
The new cameras in Lion’s Park have been ordered and we are just waiting for installation. 

Merkel shared the most recent copy of the city’s capital improvement plan with the council and 
requested feedback on whether the council would prefer to have a workshop to allow for more 
discussion on the plan or work discussions into the next two regular council meetings. The 
council chose to continue to discuss the plan at the next two council meetings. 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to adjourn the meeting at 8:48pm. All 
voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

 
Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 


