
A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota was held on August 
14th, 2024 at 7:00pm in the City Council Chambers. 

Members: Josh Bunkers, Jill Pelzel, James Schroeder, Tina Castillo 

Absent: Steve Schmidt 

Visitors: Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 
 Joel Grejtak, Superintendent of Streets & Utilities 

Jim Cuff 
Matt Ibberson, Fairfax Police Department 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Bunkers. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The agenda was reviewed. Merkel requested the removal of agenda items #9-11 Conducting 
hearing on a nuisance violation, Resolution 2024-14 Findings of Fact and Order of Abatement of 
Nuisance Violation and Consider Approval of 2025 Employee Wage Adjustments. 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to approve the agenda with the 
requested corrections. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Castillo to 
approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Consent Agenda 
4. Approval of Consent Agenda 
5. Consider Approval of Minutes 

a. July 9th, 2024 Council Meeting Minutes 
6. Consider Approval of Claims for Payment 
7. Consider Approval of VOTER Funds agreement with Renville County 
8. Consider Approval of Police Department Pursuit Policy 

The Council reviewed a resignation letter from Matt Ibberson as Full-Time Police Officer, 
effective September 15th. Ibberson requested to remain employed with the City as a Part-Time 
Police Officer after September 15th. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to 
accept the resignation letter. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. The 
council thanked Ibberson for his service to the community over the past year. 
 
The council considered approval of advertising to hire a Full-Time Police Officer to replace the 
open position created by Ibberson’s resignation. A motion was made by Schroeder and seconded 
by Castillo to approve opening the Full-Time Police Officer Position for hiring. All voted in 
favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 
 
The council reviewed Resolution 2024-15 Securing a Vacant Building pursuant to MN Statutes 
Chapter 463. The property in question is located at 103 2nd Ave NW and has been vacant since at 



least 2020 and is a potential safety hazard. Walton described the necessary steps of the process to 
address the current property situation. Walton informed the council that the approval of 
Resolution 2024-15 would allow the city to temporarily secure the property from trespassers and 
animals until a long-term solution for the property is determined. A motion was made by Castillo 
and seconded by Pelzel to approve Resolution 2024-15 Securing Vacant Building at 103 2nd Ave 
NW. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

City of Fairfax 

Resolution 2024-15 

In The Matter of the Property Located at  

103 2nd Ave NW, Fairfax, Minnesota 

The City of Fairfax City Council met on Wednesday, August 14, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. and hereby 
determined the following: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Gary S. Marti (hereafter Owner), was a single individual who is now deceased. He had a 
mailing address of PO Box 97, Fairfax, MN 55332. 

2. Owner is the recorded owner of the subject property that is located at 103 2nd Ave NW, 
Fairfax, MN 55332, in Renville County, State of Minnesota, with the following legal 
description: 

Lot 1, Block 7, Brown’s Addition to the City of Fairfax 

Parcel ID: 31-01875-00 

3. The City provided water, sewer, gas and electric services to the subject property until the 
services were disconnected on or about January 29, 2019. 

4. The subject property was a single-family home, and it has not been occupied by any 
person since the utilities were disconnected and has been vacant ever since. 

5. The city has been mowing the lawn for at least the past 2 summers (2023 and 2024). 
6. The property taxes have not been paid since 2020. 
7. In the spring or summer of 2024, neighbors began noticing raccoons entering the house 

through a couple different openings. See photos attached as Exhibit D. 
8. The City Council finds that the subject property is vacant, not secure, open to trespass 

and the house could be made safer by securing the building. 
9. The City Council finds that the subject property is not secure within the meaning of 

Minnesota Statutes Sections 463.251 subd. 1(c), and it constitutes a hazard to public 
safety or health. 

Based on the above Findings of Fact, the City Council of the City of Fairfax, has determined that 
the building on the subject property is unsecured and hazardous, and pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes Sections 463.251, hereby issues the following: 

ORDER 



1. Within 6 days of the date that this Order is served, the Owner or Owner’s agent shall 
secure the subject property by: 

a. Installing locks on windows and doors, repairing windows and doors that are 
unsecure, or boarding any non-locking or damaged windows, doors and other 
openings; 

b. Posting “no-trespassing” signs on all exterior doors 
2. This Order shall be served upon the Owner, and upon all lienholders of record, by first 

class mail. 
3. The City shall assess any costs that it incurs enforcing this order as an assessment against 

the property according to law. 

Dated this 14th day of August, 2024. 

SEAL       ______________________________ 
       Josh Bunkers, Mayor 
 
______________________________ 
Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 
 
Attachments: 

 Exhibit A: Photos 

The council reviewed a request from the Fairfax Police Department to install stop signs on 9th 
Avenue SE at the intersection of 2nd Street SE and on Park Street S at the intersection of 8th 
Avenue S. Froehlich stated both areas have seen an increase in traffic and multiple residents have 
expressed safety concerns at both intersections. A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by 
Schroeder to approve the installations of the stop signs at both intersections. All voted in favor, 
none voted against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed Ordinance 452 Amending Chapter 253 Waters and Sewers as a first 
reading of the Ordinance. No changes to the Ordinance were requested by the council. 

 

City of Fairfax 

Ordinance 452 

An Ordinance Amending City Code Chapter 253 Regulating Water and Sewers 

WHEREAS, the City previously adopted ordinances regulating the requirements of 
private connections to the City’s water and sewer lines, which are now codified as City Code 
Chapter 253; 

 WHEREAS, the City Council has determined a change to the regulation of private sewer 
connections is desired; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF FAIRFAX ORDAINS: 



1. City Code Chapter 253-12 is hereby amended as follows: 
 

B. Upon discovery of a discharge in violation of § 253-8, the appropriate 
representative or employee shall report the matter to the City Clerk-Treasurer, who shall 
issue notice to the owner of the property which identifies the improper discharge. The 
property owner must correct the improper discharge condition, within 30 days of the notice, 
unless an extension of time is granted by the City Council. 

 

Adopted by the City Council this 10th day of September, 2024. 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Clerk/Administrator 

 

The council reviewed Resolution 2024-16 Authorizing Execution of Renville County 
Communities TZD Safe Roads Grant Agreement. Froehlich explained that the Resolution was 
required as part of the application process for the grant, which provides funding for traffic safety 
programing in our area. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Castillo to approve 
Resolution 2024-16. All voted in favor, none voted against, the motion carried. 

 

City of Fairfax 
Resolution 2024-16 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT 

Be it resolved that the City of Fairfax enter into an agreement with the Minnesota Department of 
Public Safety, for traffic safety enforcement projects during the period from October 1, 2024 
through September 30, 2025. 

The Fairfax Police Chief is hereby authorized to execute such agreements and amendments 

as are necessary to implement the project on behalf of Renville County Communities TZD 
Safe Roads Grant and to be the fiscal agent and administer the grant. 

Passed by the City Council of the City of Fairfax, Minnesota this 14th day of August, 2024. 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 



____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

The council reviewed Ordinance 451 Amending City Code Chapter 211 Swimming Pools as the 
second reading of the Ordinance. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Castillo to 
approve Ordinance 451. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

City of Fairfax 

Ordinance 451 

An Ordinance Amending City Code Chapter 211 Regulating Swimming Pools 

WHEREAS, the City previously adopted ordinances regulating the requirements of 
private residential swimming pools within the City limits, which are now codified as City Code 
Chapter 211; 

 WHEREAS, the City Council has determined a change to the regulation of residential 
swimming pools within City limits is desired; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF FAIRFAX ORDAINS: 

2. City Code Chapter 211-1 Definitions is hereby amended as follows: 
 
For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 
 
Private Residential Swimming Pool: 
Any outdoor structure intended for swimming or wading located on private residential 
property that has a depth capacity greater than 24 inches at any point. 
 

3. City Code Chapter 211-3 Barrier Requirements is hereby amended as follows: 

A. All private residential swimming pools shall either be completely enclosed within 
a permanent wall or fence or constructed of a non-climbable material as to be impenetrable 
by others. Wall and fence enclosures or pool side walls must not afford any external hand 
holds or foot holds, and be a minimum of four feet in height. To the extent it is applicable, 
fences and walls must comply with the provisions of the Zoning Code. All fences must be 
installed four inches or less from the surface of the ground. All gates or doors granting access 
to a private residential swimming pool must be equipped with a self-latching mechanism, of 
a type to accept a lock, and which must keep the access securely closed at all times. Pool 
gates must be locked when the pool is not in use. Pool ladders must be made inaccessible to 
climbing when not in use. 

B. In lieu of a wall or fence, a sufficient pool cover may be used. The cover shall be 
of a solid and durable material and construction which cannot be damaged or broken into by 
toddlers. The cover must also be accompanied by a child proof mechanism which secures the 
cover against tampering or lock release in order to prevent accidental entry and drowning. 

 



Adopted by the City Council this14th day of August, 2024. 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Clerk/Administrator 

 

The council reviewed Ordinance 448 Amending the City’s Utility Connection Policy as the 
second reading of the Ordinance. A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schroeder to 
approve Ordinance 448. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

 

City of Fairfax 

Ordinance 448 

An Ordinance Amending City Code Chapter A342, Article 2 Regulating Utility 
Connections Policy, City Code Chapter 253, Article 25 Regulating Charges for Water 
Connections and City Code Chapter 110, Article 8 Regulating Electric Connections 

WHEREAS, the City previously adopted ordinances regulating utility connection policies 
and penalties, which are now codified as City Code Chapter A342, Article 2; 

 WHEREAS, the City Council has determined it necessary to amend certain articles 
relating to utility connection policies. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF FAIRFAX ORDAINS: 

City Code Chapter A342, Article 2 is hereby amended as follows: 

A342-2 New Utility Connections  

A.    Electric. The City shall furnish all secondary or service wiring and upon receiving approval 
from the electrician, the City shall connect the service to the transformer. 

B. Water. No connection shall be made to the City water system without a permit. The fee for 
each such permit shall be set by the City Council at the time of annual approval of utility 
rates. The Superintendent of Utilities shall inspect the water connection of the service pipe 
to the main prior to any use of new connection. 

C. Sewer. No connection shall be made to the City sanitary sewer system without a permit. 
The fee for each such permit shall be set by the City Council at the time of annual approval 
of utility rates. The Superintendent of Utilities shall inspect the sanitary sewer service pipe 
to the main prior to use of the new sewer service. 



D. Natural gas. No connection shall be made to the City natural gas system without completion 
of a Fairfax Municipal Utilities Service Agreement. The Superintendent of Utilities shall 
inspect the gas connection of the service pipe to the main. Inspection and pressure test must 
be performed prior to unlocking the meter for service. The City will furnish the meter and 
the pipe from a plastic main to the building for all new connections within the city limits of 
the cities of Gibbon and Fairfax. The property owner shall be responsible for the cost and 
installation of the pipe from a steel main to the building for all new connections. Installation 
of gas service must be contracted through the City and installed by a certified contractor. 

AND City Code Chapter A253, Article 25 Charges for service connections is hereby amended as 
follows: 

No connection shall be made to the City water system without a permit. The fee for each such 
permit shall be set by the City Council with the approval of annual utility rates. When a 
connection requires installation of a service line from the main to the property line, the applicant 
for a permit shall pay to the City an amount not less than the cost of making the necessary 
connections, taps, and installation of pipe and appurtenances to provide service to the property 
and the necessary street repairs. 

AND City Code Chapter 110, Article 8 Connections of Secondary Wires is hereby amended as 
follows: 

The City shall put in all secondary or service wire and connect the same to the premises upon 
approval from an electrician. Should it be necessary to set a pole on private ground to carry such 
wires, permission having first been attained from the owner, the Superintendent or any one 
designated by him, shall have the right to go on and over said premises for the purpose of 
stringing wires, making repairs or removing such wires, poles on other property. 

Adopted by the City Council this 14th day of August, 2024. 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

 

Merkel presented an update on the 2025 General Fund Budget. Bunkers requested a workshop be 
scheduled to review the 2025 Budget and Projects in more detail. The workshop was scheduled 
for Tuesday, August 27th at 6 p.m.  

In staff reports, Merkel presented the council with city financial information for the month of 
July. The financial update included charge offs of unpaid utility bills from 2021. Merkel stated 
that collection efforts on the accounts will continue, but the city’s auditor recommended 
removing the accounts from our financials due to no recent payments received. Merkel informed 



the council that the city is testing out an electronic time card and scheduling app with the new 
ambulance on-call pay and that the Primary Election went smoothly on August 13th. Merkel 
informed the council that there were 4 candidate filings for the two open council seats at the end 
of this year and one candidate filing for the open mayor seat. 

Grejtak reported that the public works has been busy spraying weeds, mowing lawns and 
repairing street lights around town. The pool heater will need a repair, which is scheduled for 
after the pool closes later this month. The public works was busy removing about 14 trees due to 
the storm damage on July 31st and sweeping streets. The water SCADA system is almost 
completely installed and the city’s inspection from MN Office of Pipeline Safety of our Natural 
Gas Pipeline was successful. The city is also down to about 80 water lines left to inventory as 
part of the lead service line inventory that was mandated by the MN Dept of Health. Grejtak 
reported that the flag pole at the library will potentially need to be moved due to the trees 
interfering with the flag. The only other alternative would be to remove the trees, which would 
not be ideal for aesthetic reasons.  

Grejtak also informed the council that a request was made into whether or not heavy machinery 
would be allowed on a city street if a business were to purchase a property that is only accessed 
by a residential street. No decision was made on the subject. 

Froehlich reported that the police department saw a quiet month in July and reported to 64 
events. Froehlich reported that the new system of addressing property nuisance violations has 
been working better to address issues faster. The police department applied for a grant to be 
reimbursed for training expenses and is being audited on hiring practices in the next month 

In individual council items, Castillo inquired on the continued need for the stop sign on 3rd Ave 
SE in front of the former GFW Middle School building, now that the building is not occupied as 
a school. Froehlich stated that the area is still used as a GFW bus stop and there is traffic and 
students in that area before and after school and that he would not recommend removing the stop 
sign at this time. 

In other council member items, Pelzel stated that there was excellent attendance at the kick-off 
event for the activity group that is being created by the MN River Valley Area Agency on Aging 
event and Merkel updated the council on the intentions and results of the event. 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 
All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

 
Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 


