A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota was held on January 14th,
2025 at 7:00pm in the City Council Chambers.

Members: Josh Bunkers, Tina Castillo, James Schroeder, John Schaefer
Absent: Jill Pelzel
Visitors: Andrea Merkel, City Administrator

Aaron Walton, City Attorney

Scott Froehlich, Chief of Police

Jim Cuff

Sheila Prax, Fairfax EDA

Brooks Steffl, Step Saver, Inc.
Chuck Steffl, Step Saver, Inc.
Denny Adamski, Fairfax Police Dept

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Bunkers.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
The oath of office was recited by Josh Bunkers and John Schaefer.

The agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Schroeder to approve
the agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried.

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schaefer to
approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried.

Consent Agenda

4. Approval of Consent Agenda

5. Consider Approval of Minutes

a. December 10™, 2024 Council Meeting Minutes
Consider Approval of Claims for Payment
Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-1 Designating Official Depositories
Consider Approval of Fire-Ambulance Dept. Officer Elections
Consider Approval of Term Renewal of Cole Ramsley as EDA Board Member
10 Consider Approval of Amendment to MMUA Services Agreement
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A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schroeder to open a public hearing on a nuisance
ordinance violation at 214 E Lincoln Ave. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion
carried. No public comments were heard on the nuisance violation. Merkel informed the council
that the property owner had contacted her and stated they would clean up the property in the next
30 days. A motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Schaefer to close the public hearing.
All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried.

The council reviewed Resolution 2025-4 Ordering Abatement of Nuisance Ordinance Violation at
214 E Lincoln Ave. A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schroeder to approve
Resolution 2025-4. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried.



CITY OF FAIRFAX
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-4
A RESOLUTION OF FINDINGS OF FACT AND ORDER ISSUED
UNDER FAIRFAX CITY CODE, CHAPTER 155: NUISANCES
RE: 214 LINCOLN AVE E, FAIRFAX

The City Council of the City of Fairfax hereby makes the following:
FINDINGS OF FACT

Whereas, Fairfax City Code Chapter 155 provides for the prohibition and abatement of public
nuisances; and

Whereas, the property at 214 Lincoln Ave E (Highway 19), Fairfax, Minnesota, had been identified
as being in violation of City Code section 155-3 for piles of discarded household items and personal
property left in the open, in a manner that is unsightly and distracting to a considerable number of
people and in a manner that is likely to create a fire, health, or safety hazard from the accumulation,
and also negatively affects neighboring property owner's use, enjoyment and/or property value; and

Whereas, the Fairfax Police took photographs of the nuisance items on the above-property, which
are attached hereto and made part hereof, which show the nuisance conditions; and

Whereas, Richard Prafke and Kasee Prafke have been identified as the owners of this commercial
property, located at 214 Lincoln Ave E, Fairfax, Minnesota 55332; Renville County Property ID
No. 31-01220-00; and

Whereas, the City Administrator prepared a letter, which was delivered by the Fairfax Police
Department on January 2nd, 2025, notifying them that the above-listed items must be abated by
January 13th, 2025. The letter also gave the owners notice that if the same items were not abated by
the given deadline, that the City Council would address the matter at the City Council meeting on
January 14th, 2025, and possibly take action to have the nuisances abated, with all expenses charged
to them and assessed against their property; and

Whereas, the owners failed to abate the nuisances by the deadline given; and

Whereas, the City Council hereby finds that the conditions on the said property: 1) are conditions
which unreasonably annoy, injure, or endanger the safety, health, comfort, or repose of a considerable
number of members of the public; and 2) the conditions have not been improved since November
27th, 2024; 3) that the above-described nuisance conditions will continue to exist on the property
unless corrective action is taken by the City.

Be It Resolved, that the City Council of the City of Fairfax, pursuant to Code section 155-5 hereby
issues the following:

ORDER

1. Richard Prafke and Kasee Prafke shall abate the above-described nuisance conditions on the
residential property, located at 214 Lincoln Ave E, Fairfax, 55332, upon service or posting
of this Resolution.

2. Ifthe owners fail to abate the nuisance items, the City public works crew or hired contractors,
shall, with a Fairfax Police Officer on civil standby, as soon as practicable cause the nuisance



items to be abated. City staff shall make record of any time and charges incurred by the City
in abating, removing, correcting or eliminating the nuisances from this property.

3. Any charges incurred by the City in abating, removing, correcting, or eliminating the nuisance
conditions may be collected as provided in Minn. Stat. section 429.101 and City Code section
155-5. Such charges may include any actual costs incurred by the City, including, but not
limited to, administrative, legal, and inspection, in connection with the abatement of the
nuisance and a $250 fine for a first offense of this nature in a 3-year period.

4. This Order shall be effective immediately upon the completion of personal service of this
Resolution on the property owner, or by posting a copy of this Resolution in a conspicuous
place on the property if the property owner cannot be found after attempting personal service.

Said Resolution was passed and adopted by the Fairfax City Council this 14th day of January,
2025.

SEAL Josh Bunkers, Mayor

Attest:

Andrea Merkel, City Administrator
MOTION BY:

SECOND MOTION BY:

Attachments: Photos of Nuisance Items

Step Saver, Inc. presented their redevelopment plan for a property it plans to purchase in the city
limits. The council was in favor of the project.

The council reviewed Resolution 2025-2 Official Designations. A motion was made by Castillo and
seconded by Schaefer to approve Resolution 2025-2. All voted in favor, none voted against. The
motion carried.

City of Fairfax
Resolution 2025-2

Resolution for Official Designations

Designation: Name:

Acting Mayor/Mayor Pro-Tem James Schroeder

Emergency Management Director Scott Froehlich

Official Newspaper Standard-Gazette & Messenger

Attorney-Civil Walton Law Office PLLC

Attorney-Criminal Anderson, Larson, Saunders & Klaassen, PLLP
Council Committees: Name:

Infrastructure Jill Pelzel & Tina Castillo

City Facilities & Recreation James Schroeder & John Schaefer

Law Enforcement Josh Bunkers & John Schaefer

Personnel Josh Bunkers & James Schroeder



Council Liaison to Boards: Name:
HRA/EDA Jill Pelzel & Tina Castillo
RS Fiber Joint Powers Board Jill Pelzel

Adopted by the City Council on this 14" day of January, 2025.

Attest:
Mayor
City Administrator
City of Fairfax
Listing of Current Board Members
Economic Development Authority (5 year term): Term Ending:
Lois Gilles 12-31-2025
Cole Ramsley 12-31-2029
Sheila Prax 12-31-2028
Jill Pelzel Council Liaison
Tina Castillo Council Liaison
Fire Department: Term Ending:
Fire Chief — Joel Grejtak 12-31-2026
Asst. Fire Chief — Matt Hardin 12-31-2026
1% Captain — Josh Krenz 12-31-2026
2" Captain — Jared Swanson 12-31-2026
Ambulance Captain — Katie Grams 12-31-2026
1% Lieutenant — Marcie Firle 12-31-2026
2" [ jeutenant — Sarah Bunkers 12-31-2026
Secretary — Kjersti Bastian 12-31-2026
Treasurer — James Schroeder 12-31-2026

The council reviewed Resolution 2025-3 recognizing Christine Jandl for 30 years of service to the
city. A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schroeder to approve Resolution 2025-3. All
voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried.

City of Fairfax
Resolution 2025-3

Resolution Recognizing Employees for Their Years of Service

WHEREAS, the City Council for the City of Fairfax adopted an Employee Recognition Program
on December 11", 2019, and;

WHEREAS, the City Council seeks to recognize those employees who have shown loyalty to
providing public service through successive years of service.



NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council recognizes, thanks, and presents
certificates to these employees for their years of service:

e Chris Jandl — 30 Years of Service as of December 21st, 2024
Adopted by the City Council this 14™ day of January, 2025.

Attest:

Mayor

City Administrator

A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Schroeder to approve hiring David Gitter and
Jaime Weikle to the Fire and Ambulance Department. All voted in favor. None voted against, the
motion carried.

The council reviewed a request from Rodney Hoffbeck to allow the creation of an alternative
access to agriculture property located within the city limits. A motion was made by Schaefer and
seconded by Schroeder to approve the request. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion
carried.

The council reviewed a quote from Zinniel Tree Service for tree removal of 15 trees in the amount
of $600. A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schaefer to approve the quote. All voted
in favor, none voted against. The motion carried.

The council reviewed a quote from Baycom for two new ambulance computers. The quote included
two device options ranging from $2,567 to $3,398 per device. A motion was made by Schaefer and
seconded by Castillo to approve the purchase of two devices at a cost of $3,398 each. All voted in
favor. None voted against, the motion carried.



Merkel shared information on streets in town that were identified as challenging for snow
removal when cars are parked on the street, due to the narrow width of the street itself. Merkel
also shared recommended street widths that the city engineer provided for no parking, parking on
one side only and parking on two sides of a street. The council chose to refer the topic to the
infrastructure committee for additional research and a recommendation.

In staff reports, Merkel presented the council with city financial information for the month of
December. Merkel also presented an update on the progress of implementing the new cannabis
business licensing process at the state level.

Froehlich reported that the police department responded to 116 calls in the month of December.

In committee and EDA updates, Merkel shared a recap of activities completed by the EDA in
2024.

A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schaefer to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.
All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried.

Attest:

Mayor

City Administrator



