
 

 

A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota was held on October 
14th, 2025 at 7:00pm in the City Council Chambers. 

Members: Josh Bunkers, James Schroeder, John Schaefer, Jill Pelzel, Tina Castillo 

Absent: None 

Visitors: Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 
 Aaron Walton, City Attorney 
 Chad Klages, Water & Wastewater Superintendent 
 Scott Froehlich, Police Chief 
 Eric Nelson, Natural Gas and Parks Superintendent 

Jim Cuff 
Mark Carstensen 
Debbie Carstensen 
Karl Koford, Fairfax Police Department 
Adela Heikkila 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Bunkers. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to approve 
the agenda. All voted in favor, none voted against, the motion carried. 

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to 
approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Consent Agenda 
1. Approval of Consent Agenda 
2. Consider Approval of Minutes 

a. September 9th, 2025 Council Meeting Minutes 
3. Consider Approval of Claims for Payment 
4. Consider Approval of Transfer from Electric Fund to General Fund 
5. Consider Approval of Hiring Mark Way as EMT to Fairfax Fire and Ambulance 
6. Consider Approval of Hiring Marcus Jakes as Part-Time Police Officer 

The Council reviewed Ordinance 460-Updating the City’s Snow Emergency Parking Rules. The 
council was in favor of the first reading of the ordinance. 

City of Fairfax 

Ordinance 460 

An Ordinance Amending City Code Chapter 162 Regulating Parking 

WHEREAS, the City previously adopted ordinances regulating various parking policies 
within the City of Fairfax and penalties, which are now codified as City Code Chapter 162; 



 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council has determined it necessary to amend certain articles 
relating to existing parking policies. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF FAIRFAX ORDAINS: 

City Code Chapter 162 is hereby amended as follows: 

Article I-Calendar Parking is hereby repealed in its entirety. 

Article II-General Regulations 

 162-10, D is hereby repealed in its entirety 

Article III-Twenty-Four-Hour and Snowfall Parking 

162-13. Parking Limitations 

A. It shall be unlawful for anyone to park a motor vehicle, equipment, or structure on a 
residential street or alley in the City of Fairfax for more than 24 consecutive hours without 
a special written permit from the Fairfax City Clerk-Treasurer. 

B. Snow Emergency Parking 

1. When the public streets of the City become impassable and/or hazardous to the 
public due to the accumulation of snow or ice, the City shall have the authority 
to declare a snow emergency 

2. The purpose of a snow emergency shall be to alert the general public to the 
necessity of removing all automobiles from the streets and alleys so that 
maintenance crews may remove the snow and restore the streets to a passable 
and safe condition, unhindered by the presence of automobiles in the street. 
The City shall announce a snow emergency, to be declared by using the 
official notification media.  The notice shall be given a minimum of 8 hours 
prior to the emergency going into effect.  When declaring a snow emergency, 
the City will state the day and time when the emergency will go into effect.  
By the time the snow emergency goes into effect, all automobiles must be 
removed from public streets and alleys.  The snow emergency will remain in 
effect on each alley and street until the alley is plowed or the street is plowed 
from curb to curb. 

3. The City will declare snow emergencies via the City’s Facebook page and the 
Renville County Code Red system as the official notification media for the 
declaration of a snow emergency.   In addition to these two methods, the City 
may use other methods to notify the public.  

4. Any automobile parked on a City street or alley after the snow emergency has 
gone into effect shall be deemed to be in violation of this section.  The owner 
of each automobile shall be subject to the penalties set forth in this Chapter, or 
a fine in an amount set by the City Council from time to time.  Each day a 
violation continues shall be deemed to be a separate offense. 



 

 

C. Police vehicles, hearses, ambulances, fire department vehicles, and any other vehicle 
considered an emergency vehicle that is responding to an emergency call shall not be 
subject to the provisions of this article. 

 

Adopted by the City Council this 5th day of November, 2025. 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

The council reviewed the following quotes for the purchase of a new truck for the public works 
department: 

Jensen Motors – 2026 GMC Sierra 3500HD $48,295 
Jensen Motors – 2026 Dodge Ram 3500 $46,225.50 
Chuck Spaeth Ford – 2026 Ford F350 $50,685 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to accept the quote from Jensen Motors 
for the 2026 Dodge Ram in the amount of $46,225.50. All voted in favor. None voted against. The 
motion carried. 

The council reviewed the following quotes for the purchase of a tool box for the public works 
truck: 

Crysteel Truck Equipment - $30,366 
ABM Equipment - $32,408 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to approve the quote from Crysteel 
Truck Equipment in the amount of $30,366. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion 
carried. 

The council reviewed the council decision made and the old ordinance related to the city paying 
for a portion of a resident’s sewer repair in 2024. The council approved paying 50% of the sewer 
repair on 1st Ave in 2024. Merkel explained that the city repaired the pavement that was removed 
for the project this summer and that the pavement repair is typically paid for by the homeowner 
for similar projects. The council agreed that the city should pay for 50% of the pavement repair 
due to the prior decision to pay for 50% of the sewer project. 

The council reviewed a resident letter and parking changes made to 6th Ave SE, 2nd St NE, 2nd 
Ave SW and 3rd Ave NW. A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schaefer to remove 
previously recommended parking restrictions to 6th Ave SE and 2nd St NE and to restrict parking 
from only one side of 3rd Ave NW and 2nd Ave SW. All voted in favor, none voted against. The 
motion carried. 



 

 

Adela Robles presented information on her request for a variance for construction of a new fence 
on her property at 307 Park St S. Robles is requesting that the new fence adjoin with her 
neighbor’s fence, which would require the fence to be built up to the property line, instead of at 
least 2 feet from the property line as the current ordinance requires. The council was in favor of 
the variance request moving forward with a hearing on the variance at the November council 
meeting. 

The council reviewed a quote from Hjerpe Contracting for $13,166 to install water and sewer to 
13 3rd Ave SW and repair a sewer main on 3rd Ave SE. A motion was made by Pelzel and 
seconded by Castillo to approve the quote from Hjerpe Contracting. All voted in favor. None 
voted against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed two recommendations from the Law Enforcement Committee to review 
and update ordinances related to blight enforcement. The first recommendation was to update the 
current nuisance ordinance to not allow inoperable vehicles on all properties, not just residential 
properties. Merkel explained that if a commercial property wished to continue to keep inoperable 
vehicles on their property after the ordinance was updated, they would need to apply for a 
conditional use permit. The council requested that the city’s current requirements for granting 
conditional use permits be updated prior to making any changes to the nuisance ordinance. The 
second recommendation was to update the definition of structures in the city’s current zoning 
ordinance to clarify whether or not the zoning code and permitting requirements apply to 
temporary structures. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to update the 
definitions of accessory buildings and temporary structures within the zoning ordinance. 
Schroeder, Schaefer, Bunkers and Pelzel voted in favor. Castillo voted against. The motion 
carried. 

The council considered a request from staff to discontinue accepting and recycling fluorescent 
bulbs on behalf of residents. Merkel shared that the recycling costs the city about $1,000 per year 
and residents have an option through Redwood-Renville Solid Waste Authority to recycle these 
bulbs. A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Schroeder to discontinue accepting 
fluorescent bulbs for recycling. Schaefer, Schroeder, Bunkers and Castillo voted in favor. Pelzel 
voted against. The motion carried. 

Merkel presented updates to the 2026 budgets for all funds. 

The council agreed to hold a special meeting on October 21st at 5pm to review and discuss the 
council code of conduct. The council also agreed to move the November regular meeting to 
November 5th at 7pm due to the regular meeting falling on Veteran’s Day. 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to close the meeting at 9:01 pm 
pursuant to MN State Statute 13D.05 Subd. 3 (c) to discuss the purchase of a portion of real 
estate at Renville County PID 31-00115-00. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion 
carried. 



 

 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Castillo to reopen the meeting at 9:11 pm. All 
voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

In staff reports, Merkel presented the council with city financial information for the month of 
August. Merkel also informed the council the fire department was awarded a grant from FEMA 
to purchase new turn-out gear for the department and that the City was awarded the Small Cities 
Development Grant for the 1st Ave street and infrastructure project. Merkel also updated the 
council on a request from the Depot Association for the city staff to light a pine tree in Depot 
Park with Christmas lights this upcoming holiday season. The Depot Association has offered to 
purchase the lights if the city will assist with putting the lights on the tree and pay for the 
additional electricity used by the lights. 

In public works updates, Eric Nelson updated the council on various public works projects and 
that Charlie Clobes has started his new position with the city. Klages also informed the council 
that one of the city’s well pumps stopped working and needs to be replaced and that we are 
waiting on another bid for the water main replacement project on 2nd St SE. Merkel updated the 
council that the engineer for the substation project was not able to get quotes for the concrete this 
fall. The bid deadlines for this phase of the contract were extended to the spring, which will 
extend the completion of the project to 2026. 

Chief Froehlich reviewed statistics on department activities for the month of August and updated 
the council on the interviewing process for a new part-time police officer. 

A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Castillo to adjourn the meeting at 9:26 p.m. 
All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

 
Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 


