
 

 

A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota was held on December 
9th, 2025 at 7:00pm in the City Council Chambers. 

Members: James Schroeder, John Schaefer, Jill Pelzel, Jesse Diehn 

Absent: Josh Bunkers 

Visitors: Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 
 Aaron Walton, City Attorney (virtual) 
 Craig Marti, Superintendent of Streets and Electric 
 Scott Froehlich, Police Chief 
 Shane Traulich, Bolton & Menk 
 Brad Kiecker 

Jim Cuff 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Schroeder. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Jesse Diehn read the Oath of Office. 

The agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to approve 
the agenda as presented. All voted in favor, none voted against, the motion carried. 

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Pelzel to 
approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Consent Agenda 
1. Approval of Consent Agenda 
2. Consider Approval of Minutes 

a. November 5th, November 19th and November 25th, 2025 Council Meeting Minutes 
3. Consider Approval of Claims for Payment 
4. Consider Approval of Westberg-Eischens Contract for 2025 Audit Services 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to open the 2026 Truth in Taxation public 
hearing. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

Merkel presented the 2026 Truth in Taxation Information. After all comments and questions were 
heard, a motion was made by Diehn and seconded by Schaefer to close the public hearing. All 
voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Diehn to open a public hearing on a nuisance 
violation at 313 1st Street SE. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

Hearing no comments during the public hearing, a motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by 
Schaefer to close the public hearing. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 



 

 

A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Pelzel to approve Resolution 2025-27 Findings 
of Fact and order for Abatement of Nuisance Violation at 313 1st Street SE. All voted in favor, 
none voted against. The motion carried. 

CITY OF FAIRFAX 
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-27 

A RESOLUTION OF FINDINGS OF FACT AND ORDER ISSUED  
UNDER FAIRFAX CITY CODE, CHAPTER 155:  NUISANCES 

RE:  313 1st St SE, Fairfax, MN 55332 
 

The City Council of the City of Fairfax hereby makes the following: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

Whereas, Fairfax City Code Chapter 155 provides for the prohibition and abatement of public 
nuisances; and 

Whereas, the property at 313 1st St SE, Fairfax, Minnesota, had been identified as being in 
violation of City Code section 155-3 for discarded household items left in the open and an 
inoperable vehicle, in a manner that is unsightly and distracting to a considerable number of people 
and in a manner that is likely to create a fire, health, or safety hazard from the accumulation, and 
also negatively affects neighboring property owner's use, enjoyment and/or property value; and  

Whereas, the Fairfax Police took photographs of the nuisance items on the above-property, which 
are attached hereto and made part hereof, which show the nuisance conditions; and 

Whereas, Mika Anne Borgen has been identified as the owner of this residential property, 
located at 313 1st St SE, Fairfax, Minnesota 55332; Renville County Property ID No. 31-01015-
00; and 

Whereas, the City Administrator prepared a letter, which was delivered by the Fairfax Police 
Department on November 19th, 2025, notifying them that the above-listed items must be abated 
by December 5th, 2025.  The letter also gave the owners notice that if the same items were not 
abated by the given deadline, that the City Council would address the matter at the City Council 
meeting on December 9th, 2025, and possibly take action to have the nuisances abated, with all 
expenses charged to them and assessed against their property; and 

Whereas, the owners failed to abate the nuisances by the deadline given; and  

Whereas, the City Council hereby finds that the conditions on the said property:  1) are conditions 
which unreasonably annoy, injure, or endanger the safety, health, comfort, or repose of a 
considerable number of members of the public; and 2) the conditions have not been improved since 
September 9th, 2025; 3) that the above-described nuisance conditions will continue to exist on the 
property unless corrective action is taken by the City. 

Be It Resolved, that the City Council of the City of Fairfax, pursuant to Code section 155-5 hereby 
issues the following: 



 

 

ORDER 

1. Mika-Anne Borgen shall abate the above-described nuisance conditions on the residential 
property, located at 313 1st St SE, Fairfax, 55332, upon service or posting of this 
Resolution. 

2. If the owners fail to abate the nuisance items, the City public works crew or hired 
contractors, shall, with a Fairfax Police Officer on civil standby, as soon as practicable 
cause the nuisance items to be abated.  City staff shall make record of any time and charges 
incurred by the City in abating, removing, correcting or eliminating the nuisances from this 
property.   

3. Any charges incurred by the City in abating, removing, correcting, or eliminating the 
nuisance conditions may be collected as provided in Minn. Stat. section 429.101 and City 
Code section 155-5.  Such charges may include any actual costs incurred by the City, 
including, but not limited to, administrative, legal, and inspection, in connection with the 
abatement of the nuisance and a $1000 fine for a third offense of this nature in a 3-year 
period. 

4. This Order shall be effective immediately upon the completion of personal service of this 
Resolution on the property owner, or by posting a copy of this Resolution in a conspicuous 
place on the property if the property owner cannot be found after attempting personal 
service.   

5.  
Said Resolution was passed and adopted by the Fairfax City Council this 9th day of December, 
2025. 

       ______________________________ 

 SEAL      Josh Bunkers, Mayor 

Attest: ________________________________ 

 Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 

MOTION BY: __________________________  

SECOND MOTION BY:  ________________________ 

Attachments:  Photos of Nuisance Items 

 

Shane Traulich of Bolton & Menk presented information on multiple resolutions that were required 
to be adopted by the city council for the Small Cities Development Grant the City was awarded 
for an infrastructure and street project on 1st Ave NE. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded 
by Schaefer to approve Resolution 2025-28 Ordering for Preparation of Report on Improvement. 
All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

City of Fairfax 
Resolution 2025-28 

Resolution Ordering Preparation of Report on Improvement 



 

 

WHEREAS, it is proposed to improve 1st Avenue Northeast between Park Street North and 4th 
Street Northeast and 2nd Street Northeast and 3rd Street Northeast between Lincoln Ave E and 1st 
Ave Northeast and to assess benefited property for all or a portion of the cost of the 
improvement, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 429, and 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FAIRFAX, 
MINNESOTA: 

That the proposed improvement, called the 2026-2027 Street & Utility Improvements Project be 
referred to Bolton & Menk for study and that that person is instructed to report to the council 
with all convenient speed advising the council in a preliminary way as to whether the proposed 
improvement is necessary, cost-effective, and feasible; whether it should best be made as 
proposed or in connection with some other improvement; the estimated cost of the improvement 
as recommended; and a description of the methodology used to calculate individual assessments 
for affected parcels  

Adopted by the Council this 9th day of December, 2025. 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

 

A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Pelzel to approve Resolution 2025-29 
Adopting a Fair Housing Plan of Action. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion 
carried. 

FAIRFAX CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLUTION 2025-29 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FAIR HOUSING PLAN OF ACTION 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE City of Fairfax (the “City”) has been awarded $600,000 
in Community Development Block Grant (“CDBG”) Funds through the Minnesota 
Department of Employment and Economic Development (“DEED”) Small Cities 
Development Program (“SCDP”).   

BE IT RESOLVED THAT, pursuant to Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, and 
subsequent amendments, as a unit of government receiving CDBG funds the City must 
affirmatively further fair housing by adopting a Fair Housing Plan of Action and 
undertaking a fair housing activity at least once per year during the time the grant is 
open. 



 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVLED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAIRFAX, RENVILLE COUNTY, MINNESOTA, THAT the City of Fairfax hereby adopts 
a Fair Housing Plan of Action, attached as EXHIBIT A. 

I CERTIFY THAT the above resolution was adopted by the City Council of the City of 
Fairfax, on December 9th, 2025. 

 

SIGNED:        ATTEST: 

         

________________________    _______________________ 
Josh Bunkers        Andrea Merkel 
Mayor         City Administrator 

 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Diehn to approve Resolution 2025-30 Adopting a 
Section 3 Plan. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

FAIRFAX CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLUTION 2025-30 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A SECTION 3 PLAN  

BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE City of Fairfax (the “City”) has been awarded $600,000 
in Community Development Block Grant (“CDBG”) Funds through the Minnesota 
Department of Employment and Economic Development (“DEED”) Small Cities 
Development Program (“SCDP”).   

BE IT RESOLVED THAT, in conjunction with Small Cities Development Program Grant 
# CDAP-24-0033-O-FY25, the City must adopt and follow a plan to direct employment 
and other economic opportunities generated by HUD financial assistance community 
development programs, to the greatest extent feasible, toward low-and very low-income 
persons. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVLED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAIRFAX, RENVILLE COUNTY, MINNESOTA, THAT the City of Fairfax hereby adopts 
a Section 3 Plan, attached as EXHIBIT A. 

I CERTIFY THAT the above resolution was adopted by the City Council of the City of 
Fairfax, on December 9th, 2025. 

 

SIGNED:        ATTEST: 

         



 

 

________________________    ______________________ 
Josh Bunkers        Andrea Merkel 
Mayor         City Administrator 

 

A motion was made by Diehn and seconded by Schaefer to approve Resolution 2025-31 
Adopting a Residential Anti-Displacement Plan. All voted in favor, none voted against. The 
motion carried. 

THE CITY OF FAIRFAX CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLUTION 2025-31 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A RESIDENTIAL ANTI-DISPLACEMENT AND RELOCATION 
ASSISTANCE PLAN 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE City Council of Fairfax hereby adopts the Residential Anti-
Displacement and Relocation Plan for the City of Fairfax, attached as Exhibit A. 

 

I CERTIFY THAT the above resolution was adopted by the Fairfax City Council on December 
9th, 2025. 

 

SIGNED:       ATTEST:    

________________________    _______________________    

Josh Bunkers       Andrea Merkel 
Mayor        City Administrator 

 

Merkel presented the final 2026 budget for all City funds. A motion was made by Pelzel and 
seconded by Schaefer to approve Resolution 2025-32 Approving 2026 Levy and Budgets. All 
voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

 

City of Fairfax 
Resolution 2025-32 

State of Minnesota  ) 
County of Renville  ) 
City of Fairfax   ) 

Resolution Adopting the 2026 Final Levy and 2026 Final Budget 

 Be it resolved by the City Council of the City of Fairfax, County of Renville, State of 
Minnesota, that the following sums of money be levied in 2026, upon the taxable property in the 
City of Fairfax, for the following purposes: 



 

 

 General Fund     $439,914.00 

 2015A Bond     $33,831.00 
 2018A Bond     $20,871.00 
 2019A Bond     $83,084.00 

 Total Tax Levy    $577,700.00 

Be it further resolved by the City Council that the final 2026 budget is hereby adopted. 

The City Administrator is hereby instructed to transmit a copy of this resolution to the Auditor of 
Renville County, Minnesota. 

Adopted by the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota this 9th day of December, 2025. 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

The council reviewed the following quotes for cleaning service at all City facilities: 

Juli’s Cleaning $55/hour 
Andrew Kelton $25/hour 
Denise Schaefer $20/hour 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Diehn to approve the quote from Denise Schaefer 
for $20/hour. Schroeder, Pelzel and Diehn voted in favor, none voted against, with Schaefer 
abstaining. The motion passed. 

A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Pelzel to approve Resolution 2025-26 
Authorizing Power Sales Agreement between the Central MN Municipal Power Agency and City 
of Fairfax for a Purchase of Wind Energy. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion 
carried. 

City of Fairfax 

Resolution 2025-26  

Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Wholesale Power Agreement 

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Fairfax, Minnesota (hereinafter referred to 
as “Council” as follows: 

Section 1.  The Council owns and operates an electric utility system under Minnesota law and 
through such utility distributes and sells electric power and energy at retail; 



 

 

Section 2.  The Council is a member of the Central Minnesota Municipal Power Agency, a joint 
electric power agency formed under Minnesota Statutes Section 453.51 through 453.62 
(“CMMPA”); 

Section 3.  The Council has determined that it is in the best interests of its electric ratepayers for 
the Council to enter into a power sales agreement with CMMPA for the purchase of an 
entitlement share of a long-term wind energy product agreed in December 2025 between 
CMMPA and Midwest Power Partners. Said contract will begin on January 1, 2026 and will 
continue through December 31, 2045.  

WHEREAS, the Council has examined all other matters it deems relevant: 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the “Power Sales Agreement Between the Central 
Minnesota Municipal Power Agency and the City of Fairfax for a Purchase of Wind Energy” be 
hereby approved in substantially the form presented to the Council for this meeting and that the 
Mayor and City Administrator are authorized to execute and deliver the Agreement to the 
counterparties on behalf of the Council, with such changes therein as shall be approved by the 
Council Attorney and/or other designative representatives of the Council, the execution thereof 
to constitute conclusive evidence of the Council’s approval of any and all changes or revisions 
therein from the form of the Agreement hereby approved. 

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Fairfax, Minnesota this 9th day of December, 2025. 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

The council reviewed the following quotes for camera installations to city properties: 

River Valley Low Voltage-Install additional security camera at City Hall - $3,561.89 
River Valley Low Voltage – Install security camera at compost site - $2,589.93 

Merkel & Froehlich informed the council that the City applied for and was awarded a safety grant 
from the MN Department of Labor, through MMUA, in the amount of half of the estimate for the 
camera installation at City Hall. A motion was made by Diehn and seconded by Schaefer to 
approve the quote in the amount of $2,589.93 from River Valley Low Voltage for the installation 
of an additional camera at City Hall. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 
No action was taken on the quote for installation of a security camera at the City compost site. 

The council reviewed a proposed change to Chapter 260-18 of the City Code related to Conditional 
Use Permits. The council was generally in favor of the update and Merkel will bring a formal 
ordinance change to the January council meeting. 



 

 

The council discussed video recording future council meetings to potentially allow for remote 
viewing of the meetings and possibly making the video content accessible on the city’s website 
for viewing after the meetings occurred. The council requested more information on how long 
the recordings will need to be retained and the cost of just allowing remote viewing of the 
meetings to begin with. Merkel will bring additional information to the January council meeting. 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to close the meeting at 8:08 pm 
pursuant to MN State Statute 13D.05 Subd. 3 (c) to discuss the purchase of a portion of real 
estate at Renville County PID 31-00115-00. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion 
carried. 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to reopen the meeting at 8:16 pm. All 
voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to purchase a 14,695.6 square foot 
portion of the south east corner of Parcel 31-00115-00 in Renville County for $10,000 and 
closing costs. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion carried. 

In staff reports, Merkel presented the council with city financial information for the month of 
November. Merkel also provided an update on the Code Red notification system outage and 
reported that the first snow fall that utilized the new snow parking ordinance went as well as 
could be expected. Merkel also updated the council on a change in how CMPAS costs are 
distributed among member utilities that was approved by the board in November, which results 
in increased costs for the City. 

Utility Superintendent Marti updated the council on various public works projects.  

Chief Froehlich reported that the department responded to 200 incidents during the month of 
November. Froehlich reported that speeding through town on highway 19 has been a problem in 
the last month and officers have been focused on stopping cars. 

A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Pelzel to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 p.m. All 
voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

 
Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 


