
 

 

A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota was held on February 
11th, 2025 at 7:00pm in the City Council Chambers. 

Members: Josh Bunkers, Tina Castillo, James Schroeder, John Schaefer, Jill Pelzel 

Absent: None 

Visitors: Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 
 Aaron Walton, City Attorney 
 Scott Froehlich, Chief of Police 

Jim Cuff 
Sheila Prax, Fairfax EDA 
Denny Adamski, Fairfax Police Dept 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Bunkers. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The oath of office was recited by Jill Pelzel. 

The agenda was reviewed. Merkel requested the addition of the following agenda items: 

Consider Approval of hiring Walton Law Office PLLP as criminal attorney for the city 
Consider Approval of quote for water filter repair at water treatment plant 
Consider Approval of purchase of new Fire & Ambulance Dept uniforms 
 
A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to approve the agenda with the 
additions. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Pelzel to 
approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Consent Agenda 
1. Approval of Consent Agenda 
2. Consider Approval of Minutes 

a. January 14th, 2025 Council Meeting Minutes 
3. Consider Approval of Claims for Payment 
4. Consider Acceptance of Chad Klages resignation from Fire & Ambulance Department 

 
Merkel shared an example of a tax abatement projection for the redevelopment of a property in 
town and information on the tax abatement process. The council was generally in favor of the 
abatement for this property, but requested additional information on any other assistance the 
property owner is seeking from the city before making a final decision. 

The council reviewed a quote from NextPhase Contracting to remove two unused generators 
from the power plant for $9,500. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to 
approve the quote. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 



 

 

The council discussed tree removal at Lion’s Park due to the Ash Bore. Merkel requested 
direction from the council on using a portion of the 2025 tree budget on replacement trees at the 
park. The council requested that the cost of replacement trees be researched prior to any 
decisions being made. 

The council reviewed Resolution 2025-5 Delegating Cannabis Licensing for the City of Fairfax 
to Renville County Public Health. A motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Schaefer 
to approve Resolution 2025-5. All voted in favor, none voted against, the motion carried. 

City of Fairfax 
Resolution 2025-5 

Resolution Delegating Registration of Cannabis Retailers 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, section 342.22 requires certain cannabis businesses and 
retailers to register with the city in which the business or retail establishment is located before 
making retail sales; and 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, section 342.22, requires the unit of local government issuing a 
retail registration to a cannabis or help business to conduct compliance checks of that business; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City of Fairfax, Minnesota hereby acknowledges that pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes Section 342.13, Renville County has the ability to serve as the local government unit for 
the regulation and enforcement of cannabis under Minnesota Chapter 342 and any rules or 
regulations adopted under Minnesota Chapter 342 by the State of Minnesota or the Office of 
Cannabis Management. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAIRFAX, MINNESOTA AS FOLLOWS: 

The City of Fairfax authorizes the delegation of its administrative powers and registration 
authority relating to the registration and conduct of compliance checks of cannabis retailers and 
help businesses to Renville County effective immediately. 

Passed by the City Council of the City of Fairfax, Minnesota this 11th day of February, 2025. 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Schroeder to delegate the hiring of the public 
works seasonal positions to the City Administrator. All voted in favor, none voted against. The 
motion carried. 



 

 

A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Castillo to delegate the hiring of the following 
seasonal, temporary positions to the City Administrator: pool manager, assistant pool manager 
and lifeguards. All voted in favor, none voted against, the motion carried. 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to approve Resolution 2025-6 
Recognizing Jim Prax’s Retirement. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

City of Fairfax 
Resolution 2025-6 

Resolution Recognizing Employees for Their Years of Service 

WHEREAS, the City Council for the City of Fairfax adopted an Employee Recognition Program 
on December 11th, 2019, and; 

WHEREAS, the City Council seeks to recognize those employees who have shown loyalty to 
providing public service through successive years of service. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council recognizes, thanks, and presents 
certificates to these employees for their years of service: 

 Jim Prax – 45 Years of Service 

Adopted by the City Council this 11th day of February, 2025. 

 

Attest:       _________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

The council reviewed a quote from Bolton & Menk for surveying work on 4th Ave NW in the 
amount of $3,400.00. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Castillo to approve the 
quote from Bolton & Menk. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed the winter parking ordinances as they currently read in the city code. 
Merkel noted that winter parking is referenced in two different places in the city code and the 
two version are not consistent, which is causing confusion when residents are ticketed for not 
following the parking ordinance during a snow emergency. The council chose to refer the subject 
to the infrastructure committee for additional review with city staff. 

Merkel informed the council that the law enforcement committee met regarding an offer from 
Walton Law Group, PLLC to serve as the city’s prosecuting attorney again. A motion was made 
by Schroeder and seconded by Schaefer to approve the hiring of Walton Law Group, PLLC as 
the city’s criminal attorney. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed the following two quotes for repair work to a filter at the water treatment 
plant: 



 

 

 Rubin Construction, LLC $59,136 
 Great Northern Environmental $69,500.00 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to approve the quote from Rubin 
Construction. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed a quote from Aspen Mills for new uniforms for the Fire and Ambulance 
Department in the amount of $313.55 per member. Grejtak reported that the department 
currently has 26 members and an estimated total cost would be $8,152.30 for the whole 
department. Merkel stated that the city currently has close to $40,000 in donated funds from the 
Fire Department, that could be used to cover the cost of the new uniforms. A motion was made 
by Castillo and seconded by Pelzel to approve the quote from Aspen Mills. All voted in favor, 
none voted against. The motion carried. 

In staff reports, Merkel presented the council with city financial information for the month of 
January. Merkel informed the council that the city’s application for a Small Cities Development 
Grant of up to $600,000 for a potential street project in 2026 was approved to advance to the 2nd 
round of applications. The 2nd round requires the city to survey resident’s income and household 
size. The surveys will be sent out later this week. Merkel also informed the council that Dave 
Berg, the consultant that is working on the natural gas rate study is planning on attending the 
March council meeting and that the 2024 audit process has begun. 

Grejtak reported that the public works has been working on finishing the clean up of the city’s 
trees on the southwest side of town with snow removal being minimal so far this winter. The 
public works received training on the new GIS mapping system the city purchased from 
Silversmith. 

Froehlich reported that the police department responded to 62 calls in the month of January. The 
department has been working on training. Karl Koford has officially started his full-time position 
with the department.  

A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Schroeder to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 
All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

 
Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 


