
 

 

A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota was held on March 
11th, 2025 at 7:00pm in the City Council Chambers. 

Members: Tina Castillo, James Schroeder, John Schaefer, Jill Pelzel 

Absent: Josh Bunkers 

Visitors: Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 
 Aaron Walton, City Attorney 
 Scott Froehlich, Chief of Police 

Jim Cuff 
Sheila Prax, Fairfax EDA 
Denny Adamski, Fairfax Police Dept 
Shane Traulich, Bolton & Menk 
Brad Kiecker 
Bill Johnson 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Schroeder. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The agenda was reviewed. Merkel requested the addition of the following agenda items: 

Consider Acceptance of Resignation of Anthony Schultz from Fairfax Fire & Ambulance 
Consider Approval of quote for Transformer Inventory Purchase 
Consider Approval of 2025 Sidewalk Repair Quote 
 
A motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Pelzel to approve the agenda with the 
additions. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Pelzel to 
approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Consent Agenda 
1. Approval of Consent Agenda 
2. Consider Approval of Minutes 

a. February 11th, 2025 Council Meeting Minutes 
3. Consider Approval of Claims for Payment 
4. Consider Approval of Frontline Warning Systems Contract 
5. Consider Approval of Central Municipal Power Agency Services Generator Certification 
6. Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-7 Approving State of MN Joint Powers 

Agreement 
 

The council reviewed a resignation letter from Joel Grejtak as Superintendent of Streets & 
Utilities. A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Castillo to accept the resignation 
letter. Schaefer, Castillo and Schroeder voted in favor, none voted against. Pelzel abstained. 



 

 

The council reviewed an updated job description for the Superintendent of Streets & Utilities 
position. A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Castillo to approve the job 
description with the following corrections: include a 20-minute call response time requirement, 
include the wording that required supervisory experience be in public works or a related field, 
and remove the requirement of essential knowledge and abilities related to electrical work and 
obtaining a Class B driver’s license to eliminate redundancy. All voted in favor, none voted 
against. The motion carried. 

A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Castillo to approve the hiring of a 
Superintendent of Streets and Utilities. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion 
carried. 

The council reviewed a proposed job description for a Baseball Field Attendant position. A 
motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Pelzel to approve the job description. All voted in 
favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Pelzel to approve on-sale and Sunday liquor 
licenses for Squirrel’s Bar & Grill. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed Ordinance 458 Amending the Zoning Code Regarding Cannabis 
Businesses as a first reading. A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Pelzel to hold a 
hearing on the proposed ordinance at the April 8th council meeting. All voted in favor, none 
voted against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed a recommendation from the infrastructure committee to restrict parking on 
both sides of 6th Ave SE between Park St S and Elm Dr, 1st Street NE between 3rd Ave NE and 
1st Ave NE, 3rd Ave NW between Park St N and 1st St NW and 2nd Ave SE between 4th St SE and 
5th St SE. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Castillo to approve the restriction of no 
parking on the recommended streets, after residents on the affected streets have been notified of 
the change via a letter. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

Shane Traulich from Bolton & Menk presented information to the council in regards to the 
application for a Small Cities Development Grant for a future infrastructure project. The next 
phase of the application requires the completion of an income survey of residents, which was 
distributed to residents in early March. Shane informed the council that as of now, the city has 
not met the requirement for survey responses and presented options for proceeding with the 
application. The council was in favor of proceeding with the grant application and attempting to 
get additional surveys completed before April 4th. Shane also explained Resolution 2025-8 
Adopting Citizen Participation in SCDP Grant, a conflict of interest disclosure and a Citizen 
Participation Plan that would need to be approved by the council to move the SCDP application 
forward. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Castillo to approve Resolution 2025-8, 
the conflict of interest disclosure and the Citizen Participation Plan. All voted in favor, none 
voted against. The motion carried. 

 

 

 



 

 

FAIRFAX CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLUTION 2025-8 

 

ADOPTING THE CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PLAN AND CALLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING 
AS PART OF THE SMALL CITIES DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM PROJECT  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Fairfax (the “City”) intends to make application for project(s) contained in 
the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development (“DEED”) Small Cities 
Development Program (“SCDP”) application, to be submitted on April 16, 2025 and 

WHEREAS, a SCDP grant award may be considered by DEED only if the City certifies that it is 
following a detailed citizen participation plan, pursuant to Section 104(a)(3) of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1974, as amended; and  

WHEREAS, it is appropriate for the City to adopt and adhere to the Citizen Participation Plan, 
attached as Exhibit A, including but not limited to conducting a public hearing to consider citizen 
input on the SCDP application on April 8, 2025 at 7:00 pm or soon thereafter, at the Fairfax City 
Hall, at 18 1st St SE.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FAIRFAX, 
RENVILLE COUNTY, MINNESOTA, THAT: the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute the City 
of Fairfax Citizen Participation Plan. 

I CERTIFY THAT the above resolution was adopted by the City Council of the City of Fairfax on 
March 11, 2025. 

SIGNED:      ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________   ____________________________ 

Josh Bunkers, Mayor      Andrea Merkel, Administrator  

 

Traulich also updated the council on the latest round of funding for the lead water service line 
inventory project that is being required by the MN Dept of Health. 

The council reviewed a resignation letter from Anthony Schultz from the Fairfax Fire and 
Ambulance. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Castillo to approve the resignation. 
All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed a quote from T&R Electric in the amount of $26,540 to purchase 9 electric 
transformers for inventory. A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schaefer to approve 
the purchase of the transformers. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 



 

 

The council reviewed a quote from Joe Nachreiner for sidewalk repairs on 1st St SE in the 
amount of $4,519 for new concrete and $500 for removal of old concrete. A motion was made by 
Schaefer and seconded by Castillo to approve the quote for $4,519 for new concrete with the 
public works employees removing the existing concrete. All voted in favor, none voted against. 
The motion carried. 

In staff reports, Merkel presented the council with city financial information for the month of 
February. Merkel informed the council that Dave Berg, the consultant that is working on the 
natural gas rate study is planning on attending the April council meeting to update the council. 
Merkel also updated the council on various utility projects and provided an update on hiring 
temporary summer positions. 

Froehlich reported that the police department responded to 72 calls in the month of February. 
The police department coordinated a clean-up of a blighted property last month and has another 
property clean-up to schedule this month. 

In other council member updates, the council requested that the city ordinance related to parking 
vehicles at private residences be reviewed at the April council meeting. 

A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schaefer to adjourn the meeting at 8:27 p.m. 
All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

 
Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 


