A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota was held on April 8th,
2025 at 7:00pm in the City Council Chambers.

Members: Josh Bunkers, Tina Castillo, James Schroeder, John Schaefer, Jill Pelzel
Absent: None

Visitors: Andrea Merkel, City Administrator
Aaron Walton, City Attorney
Scott Froehlich, Chief of Police
Jim Cuff
Sheila Prax, Fairfax EDA
Denny Adamski, Fairfax Police Dept
Shane Traulich, Bolton & Menk
Dave Berg, Dave Berg Consulting
Jeff Marlowe

The meeting was called to order at 7:12pm by Bunkers.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schroeder to
approve the agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried.

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schroeder
to approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried.

Consent Agenda
1. Approval of Consent Agenda
2. Consider Approval of Minutes
a. March 11", 2025 Council Meeting Minutes
Consider Approval of Claims for Payment
Consider Approval to Decline Property Insurance Tort Liability Waiver
Consider Approval of Transfer from Electric & Natural Gas Funds to General Fund
Consider Approval of Clarke Environmental Mosquito Management, Inc. Contract
Consider Approval of Hutchinson Utilities Commission Maintenance Agreement
Consider Approval of Temporary On-Sale Liquor Licenses:
a. Fairfax Baseball Association-Multiple Dates May-June, 2025 at Memorial Field
b. Fairfax Dayz of Thunder Committee-June 27th-29th, 2025
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A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to open a public hearing on Ordinance
458 Amending the Zoning Code Regarding Cannabis Businesses. All voted in favor, none voted
against. The motion carried. The council heard concerns from one resident in attendance that the
ordinance was not restrictive enough in regards to cannabis businesses. After all comments were
heard, a motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Schaefer to close the public hearing.
All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried.



The council reviewed Ordinance 458 Amending the Zoning Code Regarding Cannabis
Businesses. The council expressed interest into researching whether the ordinance can be more
restrictive or not in the future. A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schaefer to
approve Ordinance 458 as read. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried.

A motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Schaefer to open a public hearing on a Small
Cities Development Grant Program Application. All voted in favor, none voted against. The
motion carried. The purpose of the hearing was to consider citizen input on the proposed
application for a Small Cities Development Program for community infrastructure
improvements. Shane Traulich from Bolton & Menk presented a Summary of Activities, that
was also included in the council packet. The Summary of Activities reviewed included details on
project activities and location, cost, schedule, past performance of Bolton & Menk in carrying
out similar projects, and compliance with historic requirements. Hearing no other public
comments, a motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schaefer to close the public hearing.
All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried.

Shane also explained Resolution 2025-9 Supporting a Small Cities Development Program
Project. A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Pelzel to approve Resolution 2025-9.
All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried.

FAIRFAX CITY COUNCIL
RESOLUTION 2025-9

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A SMALL CITIES
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM PROJECT

WHEREAS, the City of Fairfax will act as the legal sponsor for project(s) contained in the
Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development Small Cities Development
Program application to be submitted on April 16, 2025, and that the Mayor and the
Administrator/City Clerk are hereby authorized to apply to the Minnesota Department of
Employment and Economic Development for funding of this project on behalf of the City of
Fairfax.

WHEREAS, the City of Fairfax has legal authority to apply for financial assistance, and the
institutional, managerial, and financial capacity to ensure adequate construction, operation,
maintenance and replacement of the proposed project for its design life.

WHEREAS, that the City of Fairfax has not violated any Federal, State, or local laws pertaining
to fraud, bribery, graft, kickbacks, collusion, conflict of interest or other unlawful or corrupt
practice.

WHEREAS, that upon approval of its application by the State, the City of Fairfax may enter into
an agreement with the State of Minnesota for the approved project(s), and that the City of
Fairfax certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in all
contract agreements.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and the Administrator/City Clerk, or their
successors in office, are hereby authorized to execute such agreements and amendments
thereto, as are necessary to implement the project(s) on behalf of the applicant.



| CERTIFY THAT the above resolution was adopted by the City Council of the City of Fairfax, on
April 8, 2025.

SIGNED: ATTEST:
Josh Bunkers Andrea Merkel
Mayor Administrator

Dave Berg from Dave Berg Consulting presented an update on the natural gas rate study.

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to approve various street closures for
the Dayz of Thunder weekend, June 27"-29'™". All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion
carried.

The council heard a request from a resident that is building a new structure this summer to
consider waiving the city water and sewer connection fees. The council reviewed the current city
ordinance on new utility connections, the current city fee schedule and a program that was
created in 2021 to waive city water and sewer connections for new housing. The council
requested that more discussion on the topic take place by the infrastructure committee before
discussing further.

The council reviewed Ordinance 246 on the storage of vehicles and equipment on residential
lots. No changes to the existing ordinance were made.

Merkel requested permission from the council to hire 2 temporary public works employees this
summer instead of 1, as has been the practice in previous years, due to the public works
department being short staffed. The council was in favor of hiring 2 temporary public works
employees for the summer of 2025.

The council reviewed quotes the following quotes for a new tractor purchase that was budgeted
for 2025:

C & B Operations - $36,500
C & B Operations - $40,540
Kibble Equipment - $45,473.21

A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Castillo to approve the quote from C & B
Operations in the amount of $36,500. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried.

In staff reports, Merkel presented the council with city financial information for the month of
March. Merkel informed the council that the city applied for a Renville County Community
Impact grant for the purchase of replacement trees in Lion’s Park. Merkel also provided updates



on various utility projects and the latest update from the most recent RS Fiber Joint Powers
Board meeting.

Froehlich reported that the police department responded to 90 calls and issued notices for 11
property violations in the month of March. The department is hosting an informational public
event on May 15™ at the new Sweet Spot Bake Shop parking lot.

A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schaefer to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 p.m.
All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried.

Attest:

Mayor

City Administrator



