
 

 

A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota was held on May 13th, 
2025 at 7:00pm in the City Council Chambers. 

Members: Josh Bunkers, Tina Castillo, James Schroeder, John Schaefer, Jill Pelzel 

Absent: None 

Visitors: Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 
 Aaron Walton, City Attorney 
 Scott Froehlich, Chief of Police 

Jim Cuff 
Jeff Marlowe 
Karl Koford, Fairfax Police Dept 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Bunkers. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The agenda was reviewed. A request was made by Merkel for the following additions to the 
agenda: 

19. Consider Approval of holding a public comment period for parking changes 
20. Consider Approval of Quotes for Substation Project 
 
A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to approve the agenda with the 
requested additions. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to 
approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Consent Agenda 
1. Approval of Consent Agenda 
2. Consider Approval of Minutes 

a. April 8th, 2025 Council Meeting Minutes 
3. Consider Approval of Claims for Payment 
4. Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-10 Setting City Representatives to CMPAS Board 

of Directors 
5. Consider Approval of Renville County Community Impact Grant Agreement 
6. Consider Approval of Ziegler Power Systems Customer Support Agreement 

 
The council reviewed the natural gas rate study that was completed by Dave Berg Consulting. 
The report included recommendations on increasing natural gas rates over the next 5 years. A 
motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schaefer to approve the new proposed natural gas 
rates from the study. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed an updated utility rate schedule, effective July 1st, 2025 that included the 
proposed natural gas rates from the rate study and removed the current water and sewer 



 

 

connection fees. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to approve to approve 
the updated utility schedule. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed ordinance 459 updating the City’s Utility Connection Policy. 

City of Fairfax 

Ordinance 459 

An Ordinance Amending City Code Chapter A342, Article 2 Regulating Utility 
Connections Policy 

WHEREAS, the City previously adopted ordinances regulating utility connection policies 
and penalties, which are now codified as City Code Chapter A342, Article 2; 

 WHEREAS, the City Council has determined it necessary to amend certain articles 
relating to utility connection policies. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF FAIRFAX ORDAINS: 

City Code Chapter A342, Article 2 is hereby amended as follows: 

A342-2 New Utility Connections  

A.    Electric. The City shall furnish all secondary or service wiring and upon receiving approval 
from the electrician, the City shall connect the service to the transformer. 

B. Water. No connection shall be made to the City water system without a permit. The fee 
for each such permit shall be set by the City Council at the time of annual approval of 
utility rates. The Superintendent of Utilities shall inspect the water connection of the 
service pipe to the main prior to any use of the new connection. For all new water 
connections, the city will furnish materials and labor to bring water from the main to the 
curb stop, up to and including furnishing the curb stop. The homeowner is responsible for 
the cost of labor and materials from the curb stop to the structure. 

C. Sewer. No connection shall be made to the City sanitary sewer system without a permit. 
The fee for each such permit shall be set by the City Council at the time of annual approval 
of utility rates. The Superintendent of Utilities shall inspect the sanitary sewer service pipe 
to the main prior to use of the new sewer service. For all new sewer connections, the city 
will furnish matierals and labor from the property line to the city’s sewer main. The 
homeowner is responsible for the cost of labor and materials from the property line to the 
structure. 

D. Natural gas. No connection shall be made to the City natural gas system without completion 
of a Fairfax Municipal Utilities Service Agreement. The Superintendent of Utilities shall 
inspect the gas connection of the service pipe to the main. Inspection and pressure test must 
be performed prior to unlocking the meter for service. The City will furnish the meter and 
the pipe from a plastic main to the building for all new connections within the city limits of 
the cities of Gibbon and Fairfax. The property owner shall be responsible for the cost and 
installation of the pipe from a steel main to the building for all new connections. Installation 



 

 

of gas service must be contracted through the City and installed by a certified contractor. 

Adopted by the City Council this 10th day of June, 2025. 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

The council was in favor of the first reading of the ordinance. 

The council reviewed updated pool charges for the 2025 pool season. A motion was made by 
Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to approve the change in pool party fees. All voted in favor, 
none voted against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed a quote from ReVolt Electrical Services in the amount of $13,410 for 
testing the city’s replacement transformer prior to installation. The council tabled the quote until 
a timeline for installation of the transformer is determined and a 2nd quote for the testing can be 
obtained. 

The council reviewed Resolution 2025-11 Authorizing Summary Publication of Ordinance 458 
Regulating Zoning of Cannabis Businesses. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by 
Castillo to approve Resolution 2025-11. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion 
carried. 

The council reviewed a change in location of liquor sales for the Fairfax Dayz of Thunder 
Committee June 27th-29th. The original liquor license approval included one location at the 
former football field of the former GFW Middle School property. This event location has 
changed to the parking lot along 3rd Ave SE across from the former GFW school building. The 
committee also requested to include 300 Park St S. as another location of liquor sales in case of 
inclement weather for the street dance. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Castillo 
to approve the location change for the temporary liquor license. All voted in favor, none voted 
against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed Resolution 2025-12 Declaring Surplus Equipment. A motion was made by 
Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to approve Resolution 2025-12. All voted in favor, none voted 
against. The motion carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-12 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING EQUIPMENT OR PROPERTY AS SURPLUS AND 
AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF THE SAME. 



 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Fairfax, Minnesota has been advised by staff 
that the following item(s) or equipment are no longer needed for current or future municipal 
operations: 

1973 John Deere 1520 Tractor 

AND WHEREAS, the value of this/these item(s) is estimated to be less than $25,000, 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAIRFAX, AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The council declares the property listed above as surplus. 
2. The council authorizes the disposal of said property by listing for sale on 

publicsurplus.com with a minimum bid of $1000.00 and the requirement that the 
equipment is removed within 60 days of bid acceptance by the council 

3. Pursuant to Minn. Stat. 15.054, the property will not be sold to a city officer or 
employee. 

4. All sales shall be final and the property is to be sold in “as-is” condition. 
 

Passed by the City Council of Fairfax, Minnesota this 13th day of May, 2025. 

___________________ 

Mayor 

Attested: 

____________________ 

City Clerk 

The council reviewed samples of City Codes of Conduct and discussed adopting one of the 
samples with requested changes. The council requested that Merkel bring a draft of the discussed 
version of a code of conduct to the June meeting. 

Merkel informed the council that she has received a few resident concerns in relation to the 
parking changes made to 4 city streets earlier this year. The residents have inquired about 
whether or not the council is planning a time to hear resident questions and concerns on the 
parking changes. No action was taken. 

The council reviewed two different preliminary project plans and quotes for the substation 
replacement project. The council requested to hear more information on why there was a large 
difference in scope and cost for the two projects and the positives and negatives of each project 
at the June council meeting. 

In staff reports, Merkel presented the council with city financial information for the month of 
April. Merkel updated the council on various utility projects and that the pool opening day is 
currently scheduled for June 3rd. 



 

 

Froehlich reported that the police department responded to 108 incidents in the month of April 
and has been working on two different department audits. The department is hosting an 
informational public event on May 15th at the new Sweet Spot Bake Shop parking lot. 

A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Schroeder to adjourn the meeting at 8:44 p.m. 
All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

 
Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 


