A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota was held on June 10th,
2025 at 7:00pm in the City Council Chambers.

Members: Josh Bunkers, James Schroeder, John Schaefer, Jill Pelzel
Absent: Tina Castillo

Visitors: Andrea Merkel, City Administrator
Aaron Walton, City Attorney
Scott Froehlich, Chief of Police
Jim Cuff
Chad Klages
Eric Nelson
Chris Jandl
David Eurle, Westberg Eischens, PLLP
Alex Martin, CMPAs
Craig Marti

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Bunkers.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The agenda was reviewed. A request was made by Merkel for the following additions to the
agenda:

20. Consider Approval of Cost Sharing of GFW School Natural Gas Connection

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to approve the agenda with the
requested addition. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried.

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to
approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried.

Consent Agenda
1. Approval of Consent Agenda
2. Consider Approval of Minutes
a.  May 13" 2025 Council Meeting Minutes
3. Consider Approval of Claims for Payment

David Eurle of Westberg Eischens, PLLP presented the 2024 Financial Statement Audit to the
council. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to approve the 2024 Financial
Statements as presented. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried.

Alex Martin of CMPAs presented 3 different projects and cost proposals for the replacement of
the city’s current substation. The following projects and costs were presented:

DGR Engineering - $1,451,000



ReVolt Electrical Services - $467,478
ReVolt Electrical Services - $892.478

A motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Schaefer to approve the project proposal
from ReVolt Electrical Services with an anticipated cost of $467,478. All voted in favor, none
voted against. The motion carried.

In addition to the project scopes presented, the council also reviewed the following additional
quotes for projects that will be required before the City can move forward with ReVolt’s project
proposal:

ReVolt Electrical Services for transformer testing - $13,410.00
ReVolt Electrical Services for soil boring - $7,575.00

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to approve both the transformer
testing and soil boring quotes from ReVolt. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion
carried.

The council reviewed ordinance 459 updating the City’s Utility Connection Policy. A motion
was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to approve Ordinance 459. All voted in favor,
none voted against. The motion carried.

City of Fairfax
Ordinance 459

An Ordinance Amending City Code Chapter A342, Article 2 Regulating Utility
Connections Policy

WHEREAS, the City previously adopted ordinances regulating utility connection policies
and penalties, which are now codified as City Code Chapter A342, Article 2;

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined it necessary to amend certain articles
relating to utility connection policies.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF FAIRFAX ORDAINS:
City Code Chapter A342, Article 2 is hereby amended as follows:
A342-2 New Utility Connections

A. Electric. The City shall furnish all secondary or service wiring and upon receiving approval
from the electrician, the City shall connect the service to the transformer.

B. Water. No connection shall be made to the City water system without a permit. The fee
for each such permit shall be set by the City Council at the time of annual approval of
utility rates. The Superintendent of Utilities shall inspect the water connection of the
service pipe to the main prior to any use of the new connection. For all new water



connections, the city will furnish materials and labor to bring water from the main to the
curb stop, up to and including furnishing the curb stop. The homeowner is responsible for
the cost of labor and materials from the curb stop to the structure.

C. Sewer. No connection shall be made to the City sanitary sewer system without a permit.
The fee for each such permit shall be set by the City Council at the time of annual approval
of utility rates. The Superintendent of Utilities shall inspect the sanitary sewer service pipe
to the main prior to use of the new sewer service. For all new sewer connections, the city
will furnish matierals and labor from the property line to the city’s sewer main. The
homeowner is responsible for the cost of labor and materials from the property line to the
structure.

D. Natural gas. No connection shall be made to the City natural gas system without completion
of a Fairfax Municipal Utilities Service Agreement. The Superintendent of Utilities shall
inspect the gas connection of the service pipe to the main. Inspection and pressure test must
be performed prior to unlocking the meter for service. The City will furnish the meter and
the pipe from a plastic main to the building for all new connections within the city limits of
the cities of Gibbon and Fairfax. The property owner shall be responsible for the cost and
installation of the pipe from a steel main to the building for all new connections. Installation
of gas service must be contracted through the City and installed by a certified contractor.

Adopted by the City Council this 10" day of June, 2025.

Attest:

Mayor

City Administrator

The council reviewed a draft of a utility connection rebate policy. A motion was made by Pelzel
and seconded by Schaefer to approve the new utility connection rebate policy. All voted in favor,
none voted against. The motion carried.

The council reviewed Resolution 2025-13 Adopting a City Council Code of Conduct. A motion
was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to approve Resolution 2025-13 with the addition
of strongly encouraging council members attend elected officials training. All voted in favor.
None voted against, the motion carried.

The council considered a request from Garden Girls Produce to locate its temporary produce
stand on one of two city owned lots on Park Street S this summer. A motion was made by Pelzel
and seconded by Schaefer to allow the use of the city owned property at 101 Park St S for the
produce stand. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried.

A motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Schaefer to hire Zachary Snyder and Karl
Koford as EMTs to the Fairfax Fire & Ambulance. All voted in favor. None voted against, the
motion carried.



Merkel shared information on a letter of intent request from CMPAs for a new investment
project that CMPAs is exploring. The letter was tabled for additional information.

The council reviewed updated job descriptions for the positions of Water & Wastewater
Superintendent, Superintendent of Natural Gas & Parks, Superintendent of Electric & Streets and
Public Works Utilities Technician. The personnel committee’s recommendation is to replace the
city’s current job descriptions of Superintendent of Streets and Utilities and Public Works
Utilities Technician with the new positions and job descriptions. A motion was made by
Schroeder and seconded by Schaefer to approve the job descriptions as presented. Schroeder,
Schaefer and Bunkers voted in favor, Pelzel voted against. The motion carried.

The council reviewed an updated 2025 pay scale that was adjusted to include the new positions
and changes in job descriptions. A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Schroeder to
approve the updated 2025 pay scale. Bunkers, Schaefer and Schroeder voted in favor. Pelzel
voted against. The motion carried.

The council discussed a recommendation from the personnel committee to reimburse the current
public works employees with back pay to March 1% at step 10 of the new Utility Superintendent
pay scale. A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Schroeder to approve the payment
of back pay to the current public works employees. Schaefer, Schroeder and Bunkers voted in
favor, Pelzel voted against. The motion carried.

The council reviewed a recommendation from the personnel committee to increase the public
works call pay rate from 10 hours per week to 12 hours per week at their regular hourly wage. A
motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Pelzel to increase the public works call pay rate
to 12 hours of regular pay per week. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried.

A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Schroeder to open hiring for a Public Works
Utilities Technician. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried.

The council agreed to begin 2026 budget discussions at the July 8" council meeting.

The council reviewed a request from the GFW School board to consider sharing the cost of
connecting the new K-12 school building to the City’s natural gas system. The council had no
interest in cost sharing on the project.

A motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Pelzel to close the meeting at 8:46 pm
pursuant to MN State Statute 13D.05 Subd. 3 (c) to discuss the purchase of a portion of real
estate at Renville County PID 31-00115-00. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion
carried.

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to reopen the meeting at 8:58 pm. All
voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried.



A motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Schaefer to decline the offer to purchase a
portion of Renville County PID 31-00115-00. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion
carried.

In staff reports, Merkel presented the council with city financial information for the month of
May. Merkel also updated the council that the city received reports from the building inspector
on two buildings of concern, which will be turned over to the city attorney for further review.
The city has also filed an insurance claim on the damage to the fence at Depot Park from last
week’s storm.

Froehlich reported that the police department responded to 124 incidents in the month of May
and the department passed both audits that began last month.

A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Schroeder to adjourn the meeting at 9:14 p.m.
All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried.

Attest:

Mayor

City Administrator



