
 

 

A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota was held on September 
9th, 2025 at 7:00pm in the City Council Chambers. 

Members: James Schroeder, John Schaefer, Jill Pelzel (remote), Tina Castillo 

Absent: Josh Bunkers 

Visitors: Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 
 Aaron Walton, City Attorney 
 Chad Klages, Water & Wastewater Superintendent 
 Eric Nelson, Natural Gas & Parks Superintendent 
 Scott Froehlich, Police Chief 

Jim Cuff 
Brad Kiecker 
Mark Carstensen 
Debbie Carstensen 
Juan Elizalde 
Marijo Minter 
Sheila Prax 
Lisa Schweiss 
Cheryl Kiecker 
Lois Gilles 
Tom Gilles 
Craig Nachreiner 
Michael Schultz 
Denise Bonsack, Standard, Gazette & Messenger 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Schroeder. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The agenda was reviewed. A request was made by Merkel for the following additions to the 
agenda: 

Debra Carstensen with concerns on parking changes on city streets 

A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schaefer to approve the agenda with the 
requested addition. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schaefer to 
approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Consent Agenda 
1. Approval of Consent Agenda 
2. Consider Approval of Minutes 



 

 

a. August 12th, 2025 Council Meeting Minutes 
b. August 27th, 2025 Council Meeting Minutes 

3. Consider Approval of Claims for Payment 
4. Consider Approval of Quote from Mankato Landshapes for Depot Park Fence Repair 

A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schaefer to open a public hearing on a nuisance 
ordinance violation. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. Hearing no 
comments during the hearing, a motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schaefer to close 
the public hearing. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schaefer to approve Resolution 2025-21 Fact 
and order for abatement of Nuisance Violation at 313 1st St SE. All voted in favor, none voted 
against. The motion carried. 

CITY OF FAIRFAX 
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-21 

A RESOLUTION OF FINDINGS OF FACT AND ORDER ISSUED  
UNDER FAIRFAX CITY CODE, CHAPTER 155:  NUISANCES 

RE:  313 1st STREET SE, FAIRFAX 
 

The City Council of the City of Fairfax hereby makes the following: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

Whereas, Fairfax City Code Chapter 155 provides for the prohibition and abatement of public 
nuisances; and 

Whereas, the property at 313 1st St SE, Fairfax, Minnesota, had been identified as being in 
violation of City Code section 155-3 for discarded household items left in the open, in a manner 
that is unsightly and distracting to a considerable number of people and in a manner that is likely 
to create a fire, health, or safety hazard from the accumulation, and also negatively affects 
neighboring property owner's use, enjoyment and/or property value; and  

Whereas, the Fairfax Police took photographs of the nuisance items on the above-property, which 
are attached hereto and made part hereof, which show the nuisance conditions; and 

Whereas, Mika Anne Borgen has been identified as the owner of this residential property, 
located at 313 1st St SE, Fairfax, Minnesota 55332; Renville County Property ID No. 31-01015-
00; and 

Whereas, the City Administrator prepared a letter, which was delivered by the Fairfax Police 
Department on August 28th, 2025, notifying them that the above-listed items must be abated by 
September 8th, 2025.  The letter also gave the owners notice that if the same items were not abated 
by the given deadline, that the City Council would address the matter at the City Council meeting 
on September 9th, 2025, and possibly take action to have the nuisances abated, with all expenses 
charged to them and assessed against their property; and 

 



 

 

Whereas, the owners failed to abate the nuisances by the deadline given; and  

Whereas, the City Council hereby finds that the conditions on the said property:  1) are conditions 
which unreasonably annoy, injure, or endanger the safety, health, comfort, or repose of a 
considerable number of members of the public; and 2) the conditions have not been improved since 
July 24th, 2025; 3) that the above-described nuisance conditions will continue to exist on the 
property unless corrective action is taken by the City. 

Be It Resolved, that the City Council of the City of Fairfax, pursuant to Code section 155-5 hereby 
issues the following: 

ORDER 

1. Mika-Anne Borgen shall abate the above-described nuisance conditions on the residential 
property, located at 313 1st St SE, Fairfax, 55332, upon service or posting of this 
Resolution. 

2. If the owners fail to abate the nuisance items, the City public works crew or hired 
contractors, shall, with a Fairfax Police Officer on civil standby, as soon as practicable 
cause the nuisance items to be abated.  City staff shall make record of any time and charges 
incurred by the City in abating, removing, correcting or eliminating the nuisances from this 
property.   

3. Any charges incurred by the City in abating, removing, correcting, or eliminating the 
nuisance conditions may be collected as provided in Minn. Stat. section 429.101 and City 
Code section 155-5.  Such charges may include any actual costs incurred by the City, 
including, but not limited to, administrative, legal, and inspection, in connection with the 
abatement of the nuisance and a $250 fine for a first offense of this nature in a 3-year 
period. 

4. This Order shall be effective immediately upon the completion of personal service of this 
Resolution on the property owner, or by posting a copy of this Resolution in a conspicuous 
place on the property if the property owner cannot be found after attempting personal 
service.   

Said Resolution was passed and adopted by the Fairfax City Council this 9th day of September, 
2025. 

       ______________________________ 

 SEAL      Josh Bunkers, Mayor 

Attest: ________________________________ 

 Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 

  

Debra Carstensen addressed the council with concerns with the letter that she received from the 
City informing her of a change in parking to 2nd St NE. The council agreed to have the topic 
reviewed by the infrastructure committee before being discussed by the council again at a future 
council meeting. 



 

 

Brad Kiecker, Debra Carstensen, Lisa Schweiss, Craig Nachreiner and Mike Schultz addressed 
the council with concerns on property blight in the City. 

The council reviewed a proposal from Arch Insurance Group for employee Paid Family Medical 
Leave Insurance that meets the State of MN requirements beginning January 1st, 2026. A motion 
was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to approve the insurance quote from Arch 
Benefits. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

Merkel presented the 2026 proposed budgets for the general fund and all utilities. The council 
discussed general fund projects and a proposed tax levy for 2026. A motion was made by Pelzel 
and seconded by Schaefer to approve Resolution 2025-20 Adopting a preliminary tax levy of 
$577,700 for 2026. Pelzel, Schaefer and Schroeder voted in favor. Castillo voted against. The 
motion carried. 

City of Fairfax 
Resolution 2025-20 

State of Minnesota  ) 
County of Renville  ) 
City of Fairfax   ) 

Resolution Adopting the 2026 Preliminary Levy and 2026 Preliminary Budget 

 Be it resolved by the City Council of the City of Fairfax, County of Renville, State of 
Minnesota, that the following sums of money be levied in 2025, upon the taxable property in the 
City of Fairfax, for the following purposes: 

 General Fund     $439,914.00 

 2015A Bond     $33,831.00 
 2018A Bond     $20,871.00 
 2019A Bond     $83,084.00 

 Total Tax Levy    $577,700.00 

Be it further resolved by the City Council that the preliminary 2026 budget is hereby adopted. 

Be it further resolved by the City Council that a public hearing be called for the purpose of 
receiving public comment on the 2026 proposed levy and budget. Said public hearing is set at 
7:00pm on the 9th of December, 2025. 

The City Administrator is hereby instructed to transmit a copy of this resolution to the Auditor of 
Renville County, Minnesota. 

Adopted by the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota this 9th day of September, 2025. 

 



 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

The council reviewed the following quotes for repairs to a portion of city sewer main under the 
railroad tracks between 4th St SE and 1st St SE: 

Visu-Sewer, LLC - $91,500.00 
Hydro-Klean, LLC - $37,216.45 

A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schroeder to approve the quote from Hydro-
Klean, LLC in the amount of $37,216.45. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion 
carried. 

The council reviewed a quote from Hjerpe Contracting, Inc. in the amount of $18,925.00 to 
extend water and sewer from the north side of 1st Ave SW to the south side of 1st Ave SW. 
Merkel informed the council that the quote included $4500 for repairing the street pavement after 
the installation and that city staff would be finding another contractor for this portion of the 
work, so the actual cost estimate is $14,425.00. A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded 
by Castillo to accept the quote from Hjerpe Contracting, Inc. All voted in favor. None voted 
against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed an updated job description for part-time police officers that included a 
change to the City’s expectations for working a minimum number of shifts annually. A motion 
was made by Schaefer and seconded by Castillo to approve the updated part-time police officer 
job description. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

A motion was made by Castillo and seconded by Schaefer to approve posting a position opening 
for part-time police officers. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed Ordinance 460 Updating Snow Emergency Parking Restrictions. After 
discussion, the ordinance was tabled to incorporate a requested change to the parking restrictions 
by the council. 

The council reviewed quotes for a new public works truck. The quotes were tabled for additional 
clarification on trade-in value of the existing public works truck that is being replaced. 

The council reviewed a quote from Minnesota Plumbing LLC in the amount of $5,650.00 for 
repairs to the sewer in the men’s bathroom at the Memorial Park Baseball Field. A motion was 
made by Schaefer and seconded by Castillo to approve the quote from Minnesota Plumbing 
LLC. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed the following quotes for repairs to the FairRidge Bike Trail: 



 

 

Bargen Incorporated: 

-Crack Filling and Mastic gap repairs from city limits to Church Firle’s driveway-$71,670 
-Crack Filling and Mastic gap repairs from Firle’s driveway west to trail end-$9,400 
-Crack Filling and Mastic gap repairs from Firle’s driveway south to trail end-$9,480 
-Pavement patching on trail - $5,936.00 

M.R. Paving & Excavating, Inc: 

-Pavement patching on trail - $4,957.97 
-Fog Seal Trail - $19,573.00 

A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Schroeder to approve the 3-crack filling and 
mastic gap repair quotes from Bargen Incorporated in the amount of $90,550 and the quote from 
M.R. Paving & Excavating for pavement patching in the amount of $4,957.97 upon completion 
of a contract with the MN DNR for a Federal Trail grant. All voted in favor, none voted against. 
The motion carried. 

Merkel requested clarification from the council on whether or not to charge the property owner 
for pavement repairs made to 1st Ave NE. A decision was tabled for additional information. 

In staff reports, Merkel presented the council with city financial information for the month of 
August. Merkel also informed the council that the Happy and Healthy group replaced the feet on 
all of the chairs in the small room at the Community Center and that the city continues to 
experience email issues after a recent email upgrade, which is preventing the emailing of utility 
statements.  

Chief Froehlich shared statistics on department activities for the month of August, including 19 
property nuisance violations.  

A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Castillo to adjourn the meeting at 9:31 p.m. 
All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

 
Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 


