A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota was held on January
13th, 2025 at 7:00pm in the City Council Chambers.

Members: Josh Bunkers, James Schroeder, John Schaefer, Jill Pelzel, Jesse Diehn
Absent: None
Visitors: Andrea Merkel, City Administrator

Aaron Walton, City Attorney

Chad Klages, Water and Wastewater Superintendent
Scott Froehlich, Police Chief

Eric Nelson, Superintendent of Natural Gas and Parks
Jim Cuff

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Bunkers.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The agenda was reviewed. Merkel requested the addition of the following agenda items under
New Business:

17. Consider Approval of Lawn Mower Purchase
18. Consider Approval of Lot Split of Renville County PID 31-00115-00
19. Consider Approval of Application for MN Housing Small Cities Grant

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to approve the agenda with the
additional requested items. All voted in favor, none voted against, the motion carried.

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Diehn to
approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried.

Consent Agenda
1. Approval of Consent Agenda
2. Consider Approval of Minutes
a. December 9", 2025 Council Meeting Minutes
Consider Approval of Claims for Payment
Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-1 Designating Official Depositories
Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-33 Accepting Donation from Fairfax Fire Dept
Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-34 Accepting Donation from Olivia Hospital and
Clinic Foundation on behalf of Power Up
7. Consider Approval of hiring Paul Clobes as Seasonal Snow Truck Driver
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The Council reviewed a Preliminary Feasibility Report, prepared by Bolton & Menk, for the
2026-2027 1** Ave NE Infrastructure Project and Resolution 2026-3 Receiving the Feasibility
Report and Calling for a Hearing on the Improvements. A motion was made by Pelzel and
seconded by Schaefer to approve Resolution 2026-3. All voted in favor. None voted against, the
motion carried.



CITY OF FAIRFAX
RESOLUTION 2026-3

RESOLUTION RECEIVING FEASIBILITY REPORT AND CALLING HEARING ON
2026-2027 15T AVE NE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

WHEREAS, pursuant to resolution of the council adopted December 9, 2025 a report has been
prepared by Bolton & Menk with reference to the 2026-2027 Improvement of 1% Ave NE
between Park St N and 4™ St NE, 2" St NE and 3™ St NE between 1% Ave NE and Lincoln Ave
E, and this report was received by the council on January 13%, 2026, and

WHEREAS, the report provides information regarding whether the proposed improvement is
necessary, cost-effective, and feasible; whether it should best be made as proposed or in
connection with some other improvement; the estimated cost of the improvement as
recommended; and a description of the methodology used to calculate individual assessments for
affected parcels.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF FAIRFAX,
MINNESOTA:

1. The council will consider the improvement of such street in accordance with the report and
the assessment of abutting property for all or a portion of the cost of the improvement
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 429 at an estimated total cost of the improvement of
$3.026.595.

2. A public hearing shall be held on such proposed improvement on the 10th day of February
2026, in the council chambers of the city hall at 7:00 p.m. and the clerk shall give mailed and
published notice of such hearing and improvement as required by law.

Adopted by the council this 13th day of January, 2026.

Attest:

Mayor

City Administrator

The council reviewed Resolution 2026-2 for 2026 Council Official Designations, which included
a recommendation from the EDA/HRA of Rebecca Vos to fill Lois Gilles’ board seat whose
term ended December 31, 2025. A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Schroeder to
appoint Brad Kiecker to fill Lois Gilles’ open seat on the EDA/HRA board for a 5-year term.



Schaefer, Schroeder, Diehn and Bunkers voted in favor. Pelzel voted against. The motion
carried. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Diehn to approve Resolution 2026-2 in
its entirety. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion carred.

City of Fairfax
Resolution 2026-2

Resolution for Official Designations

Designation: Name:

Acting Mayor/Mayor Pro-Tem James Schroeder

Emergency Management Director Scott Froehlich

Official Newspaper Standard-Gazette & Messenger
Attorney Walton Law Office PLLC
Council Committees: Name:

Infrastructure Jill Pelzel & Jesse Diehn

City Facilities & Recreation James Schroeder & John Schaefer
Law Enforcement Josh Bunkers & John Schaefer
Personnel Josh Bunkers & James Schroeder
Council Liaison to Boards: Name:

HRA/EDA Jill Pelzel & Jesse Diehn

RS Fiber Joint Powers Board Jill Pelzel

Adopted by the City Council on this 13" day of January, 2026.

Attest:
Mayor
City Administrator
City of Fairfax
Listing of Current Board Members
Economic Development Authority (5-year term): Term Ending:
Brad Kiecker 12-31-2030
Cole Ramsley 12-31-2029
Sheila Prax 12-31-2028
Jill Pelzel Council Liaison

Jesse Diehn Council Liaison



Fire Department: Term Ending:

Fire Chief — Joel Grejtak 12-31-2026
Asst. Fire Chief — Matt Hardin 12-31-2026
1°* Captain — Josh Krenz 12-31-2026
2™ Captain — Jared Swanson 12-31-2026
Ambulance Captain — Katie Grams 12-31-2026
1** Lieutenant — Marcie Firle 12-31-2026
2™ Lieutenant — Sarah Bunkers 12-31-2026
Secretary — Brady Schroeder 12-31-2026
Treasurer — James Schroeder 12-31-2026

The council reviewed Ordinance 461 Amending Chapter 260-18 of the City Code related to
Conditional Use Permits. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to approve
Ordinance 461 as a first reading of the Ordinance. All voted in favor, none voted against. The
motion carried.

The council reviewed Ordinance 462 Amending the City Code related to Water and Sewer Use. A
motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Schaefer to approve the first reading of Ordinance
462. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried.

Merkel presented different options for video recording future council meetings to allow for
remote viewing of the meetings and possibly making the video content accessible for viewing
after the meetings occurred. Merkel shared that the current camera in the council room is
working and shared the video quality with the council. The council chose to make no changes to
the city’s current meeting recording practice and to utilize the current equipment for virtual
meetings, when needed.

The council reviewed the following quotes for a lawn mower purchase:

e Weltsch Equipment, Inc. - $6,100
e Parallel Ag - $13,464.46

A motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Schaefer to approve the quote from Weltsch
Equipment for the lawn mower purchase in the amount of $6,100. All voted in favor. None voted
against, the motion carried.

The council reviewed a Certificate of Lot Split for Renville County property tax ID 31-00115-
00. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to approve the Certificate of Lot
Split. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried.

Merkel presented information on a grant application opportunity for a Greater MN Small Cities
Housing Aid Grant Program. If awarded, the city could use up to $75,000 in grant funds for
various housing rehabilitation programs for residents, similar to the current Renville County
Housing Rehabilitation programs. Renville County would assist with submitting the grant
application and administering the program, if awarded. A motion was made by Diehn and



seconded by Schroeder to approve applying for the Greater MN Small Cities Housing Grant. All
voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried.

In staff reports, Merkel presented the council with city financial information for the month of
December.

Utility Superintendent Klages updated the council on various public works projects, including
that the sewer main repair under the railroad tracks is scheduled to begin the week of January
19™.

Chief Froehlich reported that the department responded to 176 incidents during the month of
December and ended the year with 973 calls for the year. The department has seen a decrease in
parking tickets issued as residents get used to the new winter parking ordinance. Marcus Jakes,
the new part-time officer will start training with the department this month. Froehlich presented
information on a proposal for a camera system that can read license plates to be installed on
Highway 19 and a significant cost increase for the department’s reporting system through
Renville County.

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.
All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried.

Attest:

Mayor

City Administrator



