
 

 

A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota was held on March 
10th, 2026 at 7:00pm in the City Council Chambers. 

Members: Josh Bunkers, James Schroeder, John Schaefer, Jill Pelzel, Jesse Diehn 

Absent: None 

Visitors: Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 
 Aaron Walton, City Attorney (Remote Attendee) 
 Craig Marti, Superintendent of Electric and Streets 
 Scott Froehlich, Chief of Police 

Jim Cuff 
Brad Kiecker 
Denny Adamski, Fairfax Police Dept 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Bunkers. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The agenda was reviewed. Merkel requested the addition of the following agenda items under 
New Business: 

17. Consider Approval of 2026 Generator Certification 
18. Consider Approval of Purchase of Community Center Chairs 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Diehn to approve the agenda with the two 
additional requested items. All voted in favor, none voted against, the motion carried. 

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to 
approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Consent Agenda 
1. Approval of Consent Agenda 
2. Consider Approval of Minutes 

a. February 10th, 2026 Council Meeting Minutes 
3. Consider Approval of Claims for Payment 
4. Consider Approval of Extension of Natural Gas Firm Transportation Capacity Agreement 

with City of New Ulm 
5. Consider Approval of On-Sale and Sunday Liquor Licenses for Squirrel’s Bar & Grill 
6. Consider Approval of League of MN Cities Insurance Trust Property Insurance Tort 

Liability Waiver 
7. Consider Approval of Frontier Energy Agreement for Home Energy Audit Services 

Contract 
8. Consider Approval of Interconnect Agreement with Hutchinson Utilities Commission 



 

 

The council reviewed Resolution 2026-06 for Lead Service Line Application for Funding. A 
motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to approve Resolution 2026-06. All voted 
in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

 

City of Fairfax 
Resolution 2026-6 

RESOLUTION OF APPLICATION FOR FUNDING 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Fairfax is hereby applying to the Minnesota Public Facilities Authority 
for a loan and/or grant from the Drinking Water Revolving Fund for a lead service line replacement 
project as described in the application. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Fairfax estimates the MPFA-Financed amount to be $550,000 
or the as-bid cost of the project. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Fairfax has the legal authority to apply for the loan and/or 
grant, and the financial, technical, and managerial capacity to repay the loan and ensure proper 
construction, operation and maintenance of the project for its designed life. 
 
I CERTIFY THAT the above resolution was adopted by the Fairfax City Council on March 10, 2026. 
 
 
 
SIGNED:       ATTEST: 
 
____________________________    ____________________________ 
Josh Bunkers       Andrea Merkel 
Mayor        City Administrator 
 
 
A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Diehn to approve the 2026 Pay Scale for all 
positions other than full-time employment positions at the City. All voted in favor. None voted 
against, the motion carried. 

The council reviewed the following quotes for the purchase of street light poles: 

 JT Services - $15,950 

 Border States  - $20,783.10 

A motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Schaefer to approve the quote from JT 
Services in the amount of $15,950. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 



 

 

The council reviewed a proposed update to the Community Center Rental Agreement that would 
change the time that renters need to be out of the building each day. A motion was made by 
Schaefer and seconded by Schroeder to approve the updated rental agreement. All voted in favor, 
none voted against. The motion carried. 

The council discussed creating a city policy detailing the process of filling council seats when a 
vacancy has been declared. Merkel provided samples of ordinances and applications for elected 
positions used by other cities for this purpose, but explained that she was unable to find a similar, 
existing policy that was currently being used by another city. The council agreed that Merkel 
should create a policy using the wording in the sample ordinance for the April meeting. 

The council reviewed the 2026 Generator Certification. A motion was made by Pelzel and 
seconded by Schroeder to approve the 2026 Generator Certification. All voted in favor. None 
voted against. The motion carried. 

Merkel presented a request from the 55 Happy & Healthy group to cost share the purchase of 
new chairs for the small room at the community center. The existing chairs are being used for the 
SAIL activity classes, but are a little short for taller participants. The group researched chair 
options and purchased a sample chair that would be a good replacement for the existing chairs. 
Merkel stated that the current chairs are over 30 years old and many are in disrepair. The 55 
Happy & Healthy group is able to purchase half of the chairs with their grant funds for the 
program and is asking if the city can purchase the other half. Merkel presented an estimate of 
$2,361.60 from Chivari for a purchase of 40 chairs. Merkel also suggested applying for the 
Renville County Community Impact grant for the project. If awarded, an additional 50% of the 
city’s portion of the purchase would be refunded by Renville County through the grant. A motion 
was made by Schaefer and seconded by Schroeder to pay for 50% of the cost of 40 new chairs 
for the community center. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 

In staff reports, Merkel presented the council with city financial information for the month of 
February. Merkel also gave updates on the sewer lining project, plans to repair the city sign on 
the west side of town this summer, the 1st Ave Infrastructure project and that staff has been 
working on completing an electrical rate study. 

Utility Superintendent Marti updated the council on the progress of the electrical substation 
replacement project. 

Police Chief Froehlich reported that the department responded to 149 incidents during the month 
of February. Froehlich also informed the council on a program to raise funds to purchase books 
to teach youth about the dangers of drug use. 

Under informational items, Merkel described the new residential home energy audit program 
available to residents. 



 

 

In committee reports, Pelzel, Diehn and Merkel provided an update on the most recent 
EDA/HRA meeting. 

A motion was made by Diehn and seconded by Schaefer to adjourn the meeting at 7:42 p.m. All 
voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

 
Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 


