
 

 

A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota was held on April 14th, 
2026 at 7:00pm in the City Council Chambers. 

Members: Josh Bunkers, James Schroeder, John Schaefer, Jill Pelzel, Jesse Diehn 

Absent: None 

Visitors: Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 
 Aaron Walton, City Attorney 
 Chad Klages, Superintendent of Electric and Streets 

Jim Cuff 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Bunkers. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The agenda was reviewed. Merkel requested the addition of the following agenda items under 
New Business: 

21. Consider Approval of Quote for Testing Services for Substation Concrete 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to approve the agenda with the addition 
of the requested item. All voted in favor, none voted against, the motion carried. 

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to 
approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Consent Agenda 
1. Approval of Consent Agenda 
2. Consider Approval of Minutes 

a. March 10th, 2026 Council Meeting Minutes 
3. Consider Approval of Claims for Payment 
4. Consider Approval of Department of Energy Amendment to Firm Electric Service 

Contract No. 13-UGPR-1004 between the City of Fairfax and Western Area Power 
Administration 

5. Consider Approval of Transfer from Electric & Natural Gas Funds to General Fund 
6. Consider Approval of Various Street Closures for Dayz of Thunder Weekend 
7. Consider Approval of Garden Girls Produce Stand Use of City Lot 
8. Consider Approval of Temporary On-Sale Liquor Licenses: 

a. Fairfax Baseball Association-Multiple Dates June-July, 2026 at Memorial Field 
b. Fairfax Dayz of Thunder Committee-June 26th-28th, 2026 

9. Consider Approval to Amend February Council Meeting Minutes to include the following: 
A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Diehn to approve the updated pool policies. 
All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion carried. 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Diehn to open a public hearing on a property 
nuisance violation at 214 E. Lincoln Ave. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion 



 

 

carried. After no comments were heard, a motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Diehn to 
close the public hearing. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to approve Resolution 2026-09 Findings 
of Fact and Order of Abatement of Nuisance Violation at 214 E. Lincoln Ave. All voted in favor. 
None voted against, the motion carried. 

CITY OF FAIRFAX 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-09 

A RESOLUTION OF FINDINGS OF FACT AND ORDER ISSUED 
UNDER FAIRFAX CITY CODE, CHAPTER 155:  NUISANCES 

RE:  214 E Lincoln Ave, Fairfax, MN 55332 

The City Council of the City of Fairfax hereby makes the following: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

Whereas, Fairfax City Code Chapter 155 provides for the prohibition and abatement of public 
nuisances; and 

Whereas, the property at 214 E Lincoln Ave, Fairfax, Minnesota, had been identified as being in 
violation of City Code section 155-3 for discarded household items left in the open, in a manner 
that is unsightly and distracting to a considerable number of people and in a manner that is likely 
to create a fire, health, or safety hazard from the accumulation, and also negatively affects 
neighboring property owner's use, enjoyment and/or property value; and  

Whereas, the Fairfax Police took photographs of the nuisance items on the above-property, 
which are attached hereto and made part hereof, which show the nuisance conditions; and 

Whereas, Richard and Kasee Prafke have been identified as the owners of this commercial 
property, located at 214 E Lincoln Ave, Fairfax, Minnesota 55332; Renville County Property ID 
No. 31-01220-00; and 

Whereas, the City Administrator prepared a letter, which was delivered by the Fairfax Police 
Department on April 3rd, 2026, notifying them that the above-listed items must be abated by 
April 14th, 2026.  The letter also gave the owners notice that if the same items were not abated 
by the given deadline, that the City Council would address the matter at the City Council 
meeting on April 14th, 2026, and possibly take action to have the nuisances abated, with all 
expenses charged to them and assessed against their property; and 

Whereas, the owners failed to abate the nuisances by the deadline given; and  

Whereas, the City Council hereby finds that the conditions on the said property:  1) are 
conditions which unreasonably annoy, injure, or endanger the safety, health, comfort, or repose 
of a considerable number of members of the public; and 2) the conditions have not been 



 

 

improved since March 24th, 2026; 3) that the above-described nuisance conditions will continue 
to exist on the property unless corrective action is taken by the City. 

Be It Resolved, that the City Council of the City of Fairfax, pursuant to Code section 155-5 
hereby issues the following: 

ORDER 

1. Richard and Kasee Prafke shall abate the above-described nuisance conditions on the 
residential property, located at 214 E Lincoln Ave, Fairfax, 55332, upon service or 
posting of this Resolution. 

2. If the owners fail to abate the nuisance items, the City public works crew or hired 
contractors, shall, with a Fairfax Police Officer on civil standby, as soon as practicable 
cause the nuisance items to be abated.  City staff shall make record of any time and 
charges incurred by the City in abating, removing, correcting or eliminating the nuisances 
from this property.   

3. Any charges incurred by the City in abating, removing, correcting, or eliminating the 
nuisance conditions may be collected as provided in Minn. Stat. section 429.101 and City 
Code section 155-5.  Such charges may include any actual costs incurred by the City, 
including, but not limited to, administrative, legal, and inspection, in connection with the 
abatement of the nuisance and a $250 fine for a first offense of this nature in a 3-year 
period. 

4. This Order shall be effective immediately upon the completion of personal service of this 
Resolution on the property owner, or by posting a copy of this Resolution in a 
conspicuous place on the property if the property owner cannot be found after attempting 
personal service.   

Said Resolution was passed and adopted by the Fairfax City Council this 14th day of April, 
2026. 

 

______________________________ 

 Josh Bunkers, Mayor 

Attest: ________________________________ 

 Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 

MOTION BY: __________________________ 

SECOND MOTION BY:  ________________________ 

Attachments:  Photos of Nuisance Items 



 

 

Tim Miller from Missouri River Energy Services presented his research on the city’s current 
electric rates and suggestions for rate increases over the next 3 years. 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schroeder to approve Resolution 2026-07 to 
approve a MNDOT permit for the Fair Ridge Trail Repairs. All voted in favor. None voted 
against, the motion carried. 

City of Fairfax 
Resolution 2026-7 

Resolution for MN Dept of Transportation Permit for FairRidge Trail Repairs 

WHEREAS, that the City of Fairfax enter into Limited Use Permit No. 6501-0008 with the State 
of Minnesota, Department of Transportation for the following purposes: 

To provide for maintenance and use by the City of Fairfax upon, along and adjacent to Trunk 
Highway No. 4 and the limits of which are defined in said Limited Use Permit. 

WHEREAS, that the City Council are authorized to execute the Limited Use Permit and its 
amendments. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FAIRFAX, 
MINNESOTA: 

That the Mayor and the City Clerk/Administrator are authorized to execute the Limited Use 
Permit and its amendments, and that the City of Fairfax enter into Limited Use Permit No. 6501-
0008 with the State of Minnesota, Department of Transportation for the following purposes: 

The FairRidge Non-Motorized Trail 

Adopted by the Council this 14th day of April, 2026. 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

A motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Schaefer to approve Resolution 2026-08 
Declaring Surplus Property. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-08 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING EQUIPMENT OR PROPERTY AS SURPLUS AND 
AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF THE SAME. 

 



 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Fairfax, Minnesota has been advised by staff that 
the following item(s) or equipment are no longer needed for current or future municipal 
operations: 

43 Banquet Chairs 

AND WHEREAS, the value of this/these item(s) is estimated to be less than $25,000, 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAIRFAX, AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The council declares the property listed above as surplus. 

2. The council authorizes the disposal of said property by listing for sale to the highest 
bidder on publicsurplus.com with no minimum bid. 

3. Pursuant to Minn. Stat. 15.054, the property will not be sold to a city officer or 
employee. 

4. All sales shall be final and the property is to be sold in “as-is” condition. 

Passed by the City Council of Fairfax, Minnesota this 14th day of April, 2026. 

___________________ 

Mayor 

Attested: 

____________________ 

City Clerk 

The council reviewed the following, updated quotes for the repairs of the Fair Ridge Trail: 

 Bargen Inc. – Crack Repair - $68,222.47 
           Mastic Gap Repair - $51,000 

 M.R. Paving & Excavating, Inc. – Pavement Patching - $6,300 

A motion was made by Diehn and seconded by Schroeder to approve the quote from Bargen, Inc. 
for Mastic gap repairs and crack repairs, not to exceed a total cost of $80,000. All voted in favor, 
none voted against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed the following quotes for the excavation and construction of a transformer 
pad at the new electric substation: 

 Kelly & Sons Excavating, LLC - $77,230 

 Robert W. Carlstrom Co. Inc. - $72,498 

 Level Top Concrete & Masonry, LLC. - $73,275 



 

 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Diehn to approve the quote from Robert W. 
Carlstrom Co. Inc. in the amount of $72,498. Pelzel, Diehn and Bunkers voted in favor. 
Schroeder and Schaefer voted against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed the following quotes for the purchase of a water and sewer valve exerciser: 

 Envirotech Equipment - $12,000 

A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Schroeder to approve the purchase of the 
water and sewer valve exerciser as quoted by Envirotech Equipment. All voted in favor. None 
voted against, the motion carried. 

The council reviewed a draft of a council vacancy policy and application for filling council 
vacancies. A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Pelzel to approve the policy and 
application draft. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 

The council reviewed the following quotes for testing of the transformer pad at the electric 
substation: 

 AET - $6,865.50 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Diehn to approve the quote from AET. All voted 
in favor. None voted against, the motion carried. 

In staff reports, Merkel presented the council with city financial information for the month of 
March. Merkel also gave updates on the hiring of temporary summer positions, the MN Dept of 
Health wellhead management plan, the 1st Ave NE Infrastructure Project and the Lead Service 
Line Replacement project. Merkel also informed the council that she has begun the process of 
the 2026 elections and that the city’s audit should be finalized and presented by the May council 
meeting. 

Utility Superintendent Klages updated the council on the progress of obtaining quotes for the 
power plant roof and the sewer main repair project. Klages also reported that the public works is 
working on opening up the city parks and the city has its annual MNOPS inspection and audit of 
its natural gas system and records next week. 

In committee reports, Pelzel and Diehn provided an update on the most recent EDA/HRA 
meeting. 

A motion was made by Diehn and seconded by Schaefer to adjourn the meeting at 8:31 p.m. All 
voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

 
Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 



 

 

City Administrator 


