
 

 

A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota was held on June 9th, 
2026 at 7:00pm in the City Council Chambers. 

Members: Josh Bunkers, James Schroeder, John Schaefer, Jesse Diehn 

Absent: Jill Pelzel 

Visitors: Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 
 Aaron Walton, City Attorney 
 Craig Marti, Utility Superintendent 
 Karl Koford, Fairfax Police Department 
 Shane Traulich, Bolton & Menk 
 David Eurle, Westberg Eischens 
 Maggie Gray 

Jim Cuff 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Bunkers. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

A motion was made by Diehn and seconded by Schaefer to approve the agenda. All voted in 
favor, none voted against, the motion carried. 

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Schaefer 
to approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Consent Agenda 
1. Approval of Consent Agenda 
2. Consider Approval of Minutes 

a. May 11th and May 12th, 2026 Council Meeting Minutes 
3. Consider Approval of Claims for Payment 
4. Consider Approval of Off-Sale, On-Sale and Sunday Liquor Licenses for Monk’s Bar 

and Grill, LLC 

David Eurle from Westberg Eischens presented the 2025 Financial Audit. A motion was made 
by Schroeder and seconded by Schaefer to approve the 2025 Financial Statements. All voted in 
favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

Shane Traulich, from Bolten & Menk, presented the final plans and specifications for the 2026-
2027 1st Ave NE Improvement Project. The council reviewed Resolution 2026-10 Approving 
Plans and Specs for the project. A motion was made by Schroeder and seconded by Schaefer to 
approve Resolution 2026-10. All voted in favor, none voted against. The motion carried. 

City of Fairfax 
Resolution 2026-10 

Resolution Approving Plans and Specifications and Ordering Advertisement for Bids 



 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to a resolution passed by the council June 9th, 2026, the city engineer has 
prepared plans and specifications for the 2026-2027 Street & Utility Improvements, the 
improvement of 1st Ave NE between the east line of Park Street N and the west line of 4th Street 
NE, and 1st St NE, 2nd St NE and 3rd St NE between the south line of 1st Ave NE and the North 
line of Lincoln Ave E, and has presented such plans and specifications to the council for 
approval; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF FAIRFAX, 
MINNESOTA: 

1. Such plans and specifications, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part hereof, are 
hereby approved. 

2. The city clerk shall prepare and cause to be inserted in the official paper an advertisement for 
bids upon the making of such improvement under such approved plans and specifications. The 
advertisement shall be published for 21 days, shall specify the work to be done. The 
advertisement shall state that the time and date the bids will be received by the city clerk and that 
at which time they will be publicly opened online through QuestCDN and/or in the council 
chambers of the city hall by the city clerk and engineer, will then be tabulated, and will be 
considered later by the council in the council chambers of the city hall. Any bidder whose 
responsibility is questioned during consideration of the bid will be given an opportunity to 
address the council on the issue of responsibility. No bids will be considered unless sealed and 
filed with the clerk and accompanied by a cash deposit, cashier’s check, bid bond or certified 
check payable to the clerk for five (5) percent of the amount of such bid. 

Adopted by the Council this 9th day of June, 2026. 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

The council reviewed an updated 2026 Utility Rate Schedule with proposed increases to water, 
sewer and natural gas rates, effective July 1st, 2026. A motion was made by Diehn and seconded 
by Schroeder to approve the 2026 Utility Rate Schedule. All voted in favor. None voted against. 
The motion carried. 

The council reviewed updated bylaws for the EDA/HRA. A motion was made by Diehn and 
seconded by Schaefer to approve the updated EDA/HRA bylaws. All voted in favor. None voted 
against, the motion carried. 

The council reviewed the city’s current nuisance ordinance, chapter 155 of the city code, for 
potential changes related to the parking of inoperable vehicles on commercial properties within 
the city limits. The council requested Merkel bring a draft of an update to the current ordinance 



 

 

that would include commercial properties in the current nuisance ordinance regarding inoperable 
vehicles to the July council meeting. 

The council agreed to hold a 2027 budget planning work session on Wednesday, June 24th at 
5pm. 

The council agreed to move the regularly scheduled August council meeting to August 12 th at 
7pm due to the Primary Election being held on the regular meeting date in August. 

In staff reports, Merkel presented the council with city financial information for the month of 
May. Merkel also reminded the council that the filing period for the two open council seats and 
mayor seat is July 14th-28th and presented attendance data for the first week of the 2026 pool 
season. Finally, Merkel updated the council that her first date of personal leave is anticipated to 
be Monday, August 17th. 

Utility Superintendent Marti reported that the concrete is being poured for the new substation 
next week. Marti also updated the council on the timing of the project completion, including a 
few anticipated power outages. 

In committee reports Diehn and Merkel provided an update from the May 28th EDA/HRA 
meeting and the purchase of 2 new sets of concrete bean bag boards for Memorial Park. 

A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Diehn to adjourn the meeting at 8:03 p.m. All 
voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

 
Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 


