
A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Fairfax, Minnesota was held on July 14th, 
2026 at 7:00pm in the City Council Chambers. 

Members: Josh Bunkers, Jim Schroeder, John Schroeder, Jill Pelzel, Jesse Diehn 

Absent: None 

Visitors: Andrea Merkel, City Administrator 
 Eric Nelson, Utility Superintendent 
 Scott Froehlich, Chief of Police 

Aaron Walton, City Attorney 
Denny Adamski, Fairfax Police Department 
Jim Cuff 
David Borth 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7pm by Bunkers. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The agenda was reviewed. Merkel requested the addition of the following consent agenda items: 

12. Consider Approval of the Resignation of Zach Snyder as EMT from the Fairfax Fire- 
Rescue-Ambulance Department 
13. Consider Approval of 2026 CMPAS Services Agreement 

Merkel also requested the addition of the following agenda items under New Business: 

20. Consider Approval of a Variance for a garage at 207 2nd Ave NE 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to approve the agenda with the 
requested additions. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Schaefer and seconded by Diehn to 
approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Consent Agenda 
1. Approval of Consent Agenda 
2. Consider Approval of Minutes 

a. June 2nd, June 9th and June 24th, 2026 Council Meeting Minutes 
3. Consider Approval of Claims for Payment 
4. Consider Approval of Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for St. Andrew’s Catholic 

Church-August 16th, 2026 
5. Consider Approval of Annual Transfer from General Fund to EDA 
6. Consider Approval of Transfer 2026 Interfund Loan Payment from Natural Gas Fund to 

Electric Fund 
7. Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-13 Authorizing 2026-2027 TZD Grant 
8. Consider Approval of Donated Street Banners 



9. Consider Approval of Resignation of Zach Snyder as EMT from Fairfax Fire-Rescue-
Ambulance 

10. Consider Approval of 2026 CMPAS Services Agreement 
 

The council discussed recent repairs made to sidewalk sections in the 100 block of 1st Street SE. 
The repairs were necessary to replace sections that were repaired in the fall of 2025 due to 
construction defects that were causing property damage to adjacent buildings. Merkel asked the 
council for direction on recovering any costs from the original contractor due to the construction 
defects and the cost to repair the defects. Merkel also stated that cosmetic repairs to the damaged 
building still need to be completed. City Attorney Walton advised the council to wait until all 
repairs have been made before making any decisions regarding request for reimbursement of all 
expenses. 

Merkel and Nelson informed the council of a possible natural gas expansion project west of 
town. Due to the potential cost of the project, the city would need to follow the normal public 
bidding process for the project. However, Merkel and Walton shared that the council can 
approve proceeding with getting bids for the project without following the normal bidding 
process. Merkel shared that a condition for meeting the expansion project’s requested timeline is 
that the end user pay for the majority of the project. A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded 
by Schroeder to approve obtaining cost estimates for the expansion project of the natural gas line 
to the former CUC fertilizer, without obtaining bids pursuant to MN State Statutes 453A.09. All 
voted in favor. None voted against. The motion carried. 

The council reviewed resolution 2026-11 Approving 2026 Election Judges. A motion was made 
by Pelzel and seconded by Diehn to approve resolution 2026-11. All voted in favor. None voted 
against. The motion carried. 

City of Fairfax 
Resolution 2026-11 

Resolution Appointing Election Judges for the 2026 Election 

The City of Fairfax, Renville County, State of Minnesota; resolves the following: 

That the names listed below will be the election judges for the year 2026. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Fairfax hereby resolves and agrees as 
follows: 

2026 Election Judges are: 

1. Andrea Merkel 
2. Michael Beranek 
3. Barbara Beranek 
4. Julie Deming 
5. Paula Weir 
6. Janet Cram 
7. Sheila Prax 



8. Colleen Schweiss 
9. Steve Prax 
10. Terri Boese 

 
Adopted by the City of Fairfax this 14th day of July, 2026. 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

 

A motion was made by Pelzel and seconded by Schaefer to approve Resolution 2026-12 
Declaring Surplus Fire Department Items. All voted in favor. None voted against, the motion 
carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-12 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING EQUIPMENT OR PROPERTY AS SURPLUS AND 
AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF THE SAME. 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Fairfax, Minnesota has been advised by staff 
that the following item(s) or equipment are no longer needed for current or future 

municipal operations: 

Karcher Pressure Washer 
40 Ft. Three Stage Ladder with Stabilizing Poles 

10 Scott Air Packs 
23 Scott Air Cylinders 

21 Scott Air Masks 
 

AND WHEREAS, the value of this/these item(s) is estimated to be less than $25,000, 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAIRFAX, AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The council declares the property listed above as surplus. 
2. The council authorizes the disposal of said property by listing for sale to the 

highest bidder on publicsurplus.com with no minimum bid. 
3. Pursuant to Minn. Stat. 15.054, the property will not be sold to a city officer or 

employee. 
4. All sales shall be final and the property is to be sold in “as-is” condition. 

 
Passed by the City Council of Fairfax, Minnesota this 14th day of July, 2026. 



 

The council reviewed Ordinance 463 – Amending Chapter 155 of the City’s Code Regarding 
Nuisances as a first reading. The council did not request any changes to the Ordinance as 
presented. 

City of Fairfax 

Ordinance 463 

An Ordinance Amending City Code Chapter 155-3.O. Nuisances 

WHEREAS, the City previously adopted ordinances to safeguard the health, property and public 
welfare by declaring certain things to be public nuisances, which are now codified as City Code 
Chapter 155; 

 WHEREAS, the City Council has determined an amendment is desired to Chapter 155-3 
section O, regarding partially dismantled, inoperable, junk, discarded or unlicensed vehicles to 
be nuisances regardless of their location within the City; 

 WHEREAS, The City Council held a public hearing on the amendment of ordinance on 
the 12th day of August, 2026, duly published and advertised as required by State Law. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF FAIRFAX ORDAINS: 

City Code Chapter 155-3.O. is hereby amended as follows: 

O.  No person shall allow or have a partially dismantled, inoperable, junked, discarded, or 
unlicensed motor vehicle or trailer on public or private property unless the motor vehicle or 
trailer is stored within a building, or unless the vehicle is allowed pursuant to a conditional use 
permit granted by the City. Inoperable or abandoned vehicles and trailers are motor vehicles that 
cannot run under their own power for at least 14 days, motor vehicles or trailers that have 
expired tabs, or motor vehicles or trailers that are without the necessary equipment and 
registration to operate legally on the public streets, including but not limited to motor vehicles 
with missing windows, flat tires, inoperable lights, and other similar conditions. 

 

Adopted by the City Council this 12th day of August, 2026. 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 

 

The council agreed to meet on July 28th at 5pm for a 2027 Budget Workshop. 



David Borth presented his plans for building a garage on his property located at 207 2nd Ave NE. 
The proposed garage would bring the total square footage of accessory buildings to over a 
maximum of 1,600 square footage per lot. Merkel noted that the lot in question is more than a 
double lot and the city has allowed exceeding the maximum square footage on larger lots in the 
past. The council was generally in favor of granting the variance. Letters will be mailed to all 
property owners within 350 ft of the property informing them of a hearing on the subject at the 
August 12th council meeting. 

In staff reports, Andrea Merkel presented financial information for the month of June. Merkel 
also informed the council that an insurance adjuster will be visiting this week to check city 
buildings for recent hail damage. The bid window for both the 1st Ave NE Infrastructure Project 
and the Street Seal Coating Project are opening on July 30th at 10am. The City did receive a 
response that the City has been approved for funding for the lead service line project as well and 
will be advertising for bids for the repairs in the near future. Merkel also updated the council on 
upcoming tax forfeited property auctions in town and the current ownership status of the former 
GFW middle school building. 

Froehlich reported that the department responded to 175 events during the month of June. The 
department is also working on a few larger cases. Fairfax Dayz of Thunder went well and he 
reminded the council of the City’s National Night Out event on August 4th. 

Nelson informed the council that the remainder of the MNOPS inspection of the city’s natural 
gas operations was successful. The public works have been trying to keep up on mowing and 
weed spraying. Merkel also updated the council on the progress of the electrical substation 
project. 

In committee reports, Pelzel, Diehn and Merkel updated the council on recent EDA projects. 

A motion was made by Diehn and seconded by Schaefer to adjourn the meeting @ 8:13pm. All 
voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 

____________________________________ 
City Administrator 


